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JOIN YOUR COLLEAGUES FOR THE 

2024 CSACI ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC 

MEETING 

November 6 to 9, 2024 

Banff Springs Hotel

WHY YOU SHOULD ATTEND! 

As the premier meeting of the allergy, asthma and 

immunology community, this conference 

provides several unique and engaging educational 

opportunities for the participant – such as: 

* Interact with an impressive faculty of

Canadian and international speakers;

* Network with colleagues across settings and

disciplines;

* Translate scientific discoveries into your

practice;

* Learn about policy issues that directly affect

you;

* Raise questions, debate the issues, plan follow-

up studies, and discuss results;

* Discuss your own research and observation;

* Meet with poster presenters to learn about

their research objectives; and

* Visit a number of exhibit booths featuring

products and services specifically designed for

professionals in allergy, asthma and

immunology

Land acknowledgement – Canada 

From coast to coast to coast, we acknowledge the 
ancestral and unceded territory of all the Inuit, 

Métis, and First Nations people that call this land 
home. 

Page 1 



Tuesday, Sep 20, YYYY CSACI news Issue #10 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear CSACI Community, 

I am writing to you this summer after just having been to our CSACI Board Retreat in 

Toronto, where we updated our strategic planning and goals as well as an extensive 

governance and bylaw review.  I’m happy to let you know that the CSACI Board is 

committed to achieving organizational excellence in every way, and has worked closely 

with a corporate lawyer over the last two years to ensure our policies and processes are 

sound.  This exercise will culminate with several bylaw amendments that will be put 

forward to the membership for your review prior to our next AGM which will take place 

at 11:30 AM on November 9th at the Banff Springs Hotel.  They will be circulated well in 

advance of the meeting so don’t worry – you will have plenty of time to look them over. 

The CSACI has had tremendous activity over the winter and spring:  NAPAAC brought 

181 attendees to Las Vegas and 1/3 of those (61) were Canadian!  The ACAAI and the 

CSACI are discussing now when and where the next meeting might take place and if this 

conference will be led by the fearless co-chairs:  Dr. Doug Mack (CSACI) and Dr. Dave 

Stukus (ACAAI).  Stay tuned for more news on that soon! 

Our Women in Allergy and Immunology Conference also continued its resounding 

success with over 100 participants (103) and incredible speakers that provided a 

memorable afternoon of engaging education, along with the best SWAG bags and a really 

fun happy hour.  This conference was led by co-chairs Dr. Samira Jeimy and Dr. Kyla 

Hildebrand – well done! 

The CSACI has joined forces with Food Allergy Canada that will advocate for 

implementation on its Food Allergy Action Plan that will save lives, reduce food allergy 

prevalence, lower healthcare costs, and improve the quality of life for the millions of 

Canadians affected by food allergy.  We look forward to working with our CSACI 

Members on moving this forward with FAC. 

The CSACI has also joined forces with CAAIF to offer two new research grants: the 

CAAIF-CSACI Food Allergy Research Grant and; the CAAIF-CSACI-Mitacs Research 

Grant in Allergy and Clinical Immunology.  I encourage all CSACI Members interested in 

food allergy and/or allergy and clinical immunology research to apply for these significant 

grants and then share your projects progress with us at our annual scientific meeting! 

Watch for the updated CSACI Supplement Papers coming soon.  The ‘Practical Guide 

for Allergy and Immunology in Canada’ was last published in the Allergy, Asthma and 

Clinical Immunology (AACI) in 2018 and will be e-mailed to each CSACI Member in the 

fall of 2024. Since they were first published, these papers have been widely used and 

referenced within Canada and Internationally and this series of publications have become 

the unofficial: “Canadian Allergy Textbook” across Canada.  Thanks to Dr. Harold Kim 

and the roughly 45 CSACI Members who have been working on these over the last few 

months. 

As you can see by our recent e-news and this newsletter, we have many more projects 

coming that require volunteers’ expertise.  Please get in touch with our Executive Director, 

Jasmin Lidington jlidington@csaci.ca if you are interested in lending a hand.  Thanks all 

and I wish you a fun and safe summer holiday.  See you in Banff in November! 

Anne 

Dr. Anne Ellis, CSACI President

CSACI EXECUTIVE 

President 

Dr. A. Ellis, Kingston 

Past-President 

Dr. T. Vander Leek, Edmonton 

Vice-President 

Dr. E. Chan, Vancouver 

Secretary-Treasurer   

Dr. D. Mack, Burlington 

Board of Directors 

Dr. E. Abrams, Winnipeg  

Dr. P. Bégin, Montréal  

Dr. M. Ben-Shoshan, Montréal 

Dr. K. Hildebrand, Vancouver  

Dr. A. O’Keefe, St. John  

Dr. J. Upton, Toronto 

Fellow-In-Training 

Dr. D. Lanoue, Montréal 

Section Advisors 

Dr. V. Kim, Toronto 

Dr. M. Hanna, Burlington 

Dr. L. Ling, Edmonton 

Dr. J. Protudjer, Winnipeg  

Dr. L. Rosenfield, Winnipeg 

Head Office  

207 Bank Street, Suite 406 

Ottawa, ON    K2P 2N2 

Email / courriel: info@csaci.ca 

Tel: 613-265-7571 

Jasmin Lidington 

Executive Director  

Email: jlidington@csaci.ca 
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RHINITIS AND SINUSITIS INTEREST SECTION REPORT 

Goals for 2024/25 and beyond 

1. Continue with Annual FIT retreat

2. Awaiting publication of CSACI Rhinitis Guidelines

3. Advocacy against first generation antihistamines

4. Work on initiatives to promote allergist involvement in patients with rhinitis and other allergic conditions

5. Assist in creation of CSACI approved patient information handouts

6. Rhinitis and Sinusitis Section meeting

Explanation of Goals 

1. This year’s Annual FIT retreat has been planned in conjunction with the FIT committee and will be taking place the

weekend of Oct 18th in Toronto. Topics to be discussed include immunotherapy, immunoglobulin replacement therapy

and OIT. This retreat allows senior fellows to have focused learning on immunotherapy to give them more comfort with

this treatment option when going into practice. This is a key bonding experience for FITs across the country. Last year’s

retreat was a great success!

2. Rhinitis guidelines have been updated based on reviewers and awaiting decision.

3. Letter from CSACI had been written to Health Canada and reply obtained. Will try and assist with reply. Also hope to

plan education for other health care workers and pharmacists against use of first generation antihistamine due to

decreased efficacy and increased side effect profile.

4. Across the country there has been an observed trend where non-allergists may offer skin testing. While this may give

some answers to patients, it may be without proper training on testing, may not be assessed within context of symptoms,

and targeted treatment options may not be offered. Through the advocacy subcommittee, plan to work on campaign to

share what an Allergist/Immunologist can offer ex. Immunotherapy.

5. In conjunction with the Pediatric interest group, have been working on creating a CSACI endorsed database of patient

information handouts, including rhinitis topics such as dust mites, pollen and pet allergies.

6. Plan for Rhinitis and Sinusitis Section meeting surrounding CSACI ASM. To review initiatives and obtain ideas for plans

for the Section.

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 

Past 

FIT retreat Nov 2023 

Rhinitis and Sinusitis Section meeting Jan 2024 

Upcoming 

FIT Retreat Oct 2024 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dr. Lana Rosenfield, Section Advisor 
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ALLIED HEALTH INTEREST SECTION REPORT 

Goals for 2024/25 and beyond 

Research 

• Submit Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) Project Grant application on food allergy anxiety in Fall 2024

• Resubmit Project Grant application to CIHR to explore changing guidance on at-home management of anaphylaxis (Fall 2024)

• To establish a registry of food allergy fatalities

CSACI Food Allergy Educator (CFAE) Program 

• Launch the Advanced Practice Course of the CFAE in Fall 2024 or Spring 2025, depending on interest of those who have successfully

completed the CFAE Foundational Course

• Continue to offer the CFAE Foundational Course on a twice-yearly basis (Spring, Fall)

• Seek and secure renewed funding from Nutricia

Advocacy 

• To continue to increase evidence-based knowledge on the socioeconomic disparities in allergy management, and to develop meaningful

interventions to offset these disparities

Explanation of Goals 

Research 

• Food allergy anxiety is common amongst patients and families managing food allergy, however supports available are limited

• The creation of additional, accessible resources is vital to support patients and families

• This can be achieved through interdisciplinary collaborations, including allied health

• To learn from food allergy fatalities, in efforts to prevent future deaths

CFAE 

7. Since launching the CFAE Foundational Course in Fall 2023, 22 participants have registered and paid for the course. An abstract detailing

the success of this program will be submitted to the CSACI Annual Meeting 2024

8. Discussions ongoing to secure renewed funding for CFAE from Nutricia

Advocacy 

• An American report provides evidence that allergy care professionals desire resources to support families managing food allergy, both to

screen patients for food insecurity, as well as to provide evidence-based resources

• Recent CAAIF-CIHR funding awarded to J Protudjer will support the creation of such resources. An English-French bilingual needs

assessment on this topic will be launched by the end of May 2024.

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 

Since the last report, dated 2023-10-11 

• Involvement in the CSACI Pillars of Advocacy; and Research

• Submitted CIHR Project Grant application on early infant feeding guidelines

• Canadian lead for the EU-led Core Outcome Measures in Food Allergy, including recent meetings in Cologne (March 2024), Porto

(October 2022) and London (May 2023). Publication available PMID 38433402

• Canadian lead for the Global Access to Psychological Services study, including a recent meeting in London (May 2024). Manuscripts in re-

review subsequent to requests for minor revision. Additional manuscripts, conference submission and development of the intervention all in

progress, and to be delivered by end Dec 2024.

Planned for Quarter 2, 2024 

• Food Allergy Awareness Month advocacy efforts continue

o Webinars

▪ Putting Benadryl to Bed, with Dr. A. Ellis, on 1 May 2024

▪ Travelling with Food Allergy, with K. Dine, on 2 May 2024

o Social media

▪ Daily infographics over the course of May

• FPIES webinar with Dr. S. Anvari, on 14 May 2024; contact the CSACI for details

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer LP Protudjer PhD 
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REPORT of the Growing Allergist Immunologist Section of the Canadian Society of Allergy and Clinical 

Immunology (ARISE Group)  

Executive Group 

❑ CHAIR - Nazanin Montazeri

❑ CO-CHAIR - Paria Kashani

❑ SOCIAL CHAIR - Erika Lee

❑ Past CHAIR - Ana Copaescu

Goals for 2024/25 and beyond 

1. Increase visibility of the ARISE Group, both among recent graduates (within five (5) calendar years of graduation from their fellowship training

program) and among the CSACI general membership.

2. Facilitate and increase the ARISE members’ visibility and participation in CSACI activities and related groups.

3. Promote connecting and participation with other similar worldwide groups (NAIA - New Allergist Immunologist Assembly, Junior EAACI, Junior

WAO).

Explanation of Goals 

1. Increase visibility of the ARISE Group, both among recent graduates (within five (5) calendar years of graduation from their fellowship training

program) and among the CSACI general membership.

A. CSACI Annual Meeting in 2024:

We have planned 2 events for the ARISE members as follows.

a) ARISE Reception, Friday Nov 8 at 5-6 pm, Banff

A social event during the in-person meeting.

This reception is planned to allow ARISE members to network.

b) ARISE/ practice management session Nov 7 at 9-10:15 am

During this meeting, we will discuss ways to increase participation of our members in CSACI-related activities.

We will also present a topic related to Transition to Practice – Hiring as new allergists/immunologists.

We hope to have this meeting open to all CSACI members.

We aim to have this activity accredited.

B. The ARISE Section has worked on a post for the CSACI website in order to increase its visibility.

C. The ARISE group has an account on X (formerly Twitter). The goal is to increase activity on this twitter account.

D. Start a WhatsApp group for ARISE members to discuss clinical questions and practice related concerns.

2. Facilitate and increase the ARISE members’ visibility and participation in CSACI activities and related groups.

A. The events described above will allow us to increase networking and promote communications and collaborations among CSACI members.

B. We will promote opportunities that our members may be interested in. For example, last year, Several ARISE executive members worked on

clinical standardized handouts prepared though the Pediatric Section.

C. The liaison representatives maintain ongoing communication with the various CSACI Section Chairs.

3. Promote connecting and participation with other similar worldwide groups (NAIA - New Allergist Immunologist Assembly, Junior EAACI, Junior

WAO).

A. We will encourage current ARISE members to join NAIA, Junior WAO and Junior EAACI.

2024 

1. Video Conference Executive Group Meeting 15 April 2024

Description: The main goal of this meeting was to prepare for the Liaison selection.  We also discussed plans for the sessions at the CSACI annual

meeting.  Liaison selection is pending.

Presented by Dr. Nazanin Montazeri, ARISE Chair 
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CSACI EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

CSACI Vision: 
The best allergy, asthma and immunology care for all. 

CSACI Mission: 
To lead quality care in allergy, asthma, and immunology through education, research, advocacy and 

organizational excellence. 

Education Committee Members 

• Dr. Victoria Cook (Chair)

• Dr. Kara Robertson (Vice Chair)

• Ms. Jasmin Lidington (CSACI Staff)

• Dr. Tim Vander Leek (ASM Chair)

• Dr. Doug Mack (NAPAAC Conference Chair)

• Dr. Samira Jeimy (WIA Co-Chair)

• Dr. Kyla Hildebrand (WIA Co-Chair, CPD)

• Dr. Audrey Segal (FIT Education)

• Dr. Derek Lanoue (FIT Representative)

• Dr. Andy O’Keefe (CME Project

Head)

• Dr. Lori Connors (CPD)

• Dr. Scott Cameron (CPD)

• Dr. David Fischer (CPD)

• Dr. Wade Watson (CPD)

• Dr. Adam Byrne (CPD)

• Dr. Ghislaine Isabwe (CPD)

Goals for 2024/25 and beyond: 

Key Goals and deliverables Description and updates 

1 Support organization and delivery of 

high quality ASM annually  
• See report from Dr. Vander Leek

• Dr. Vander Leek initiated a call for proposals ahead of the 2024 ASM

o Very impressive response with numerous well thought out proposals

o Ensures members have improved access to suggest content and speakers beyond needs

assessment responses

o May encourage selection of previously untapped speakers

• Plan for three section 3 sessions again this year, no virtual component (given no virtual

component to meeting)

o Final topic selection pending finalization of ASM program to ensure complementary

topics

o May try to engage invited speakers in development and delivery – practice management

in particular

o Logistically could we do hands-on workshop with EMR and Scribe AI tools?

• Industry rounds with ARISE members as target audience for additional Section 3 credits

o Pilot considered successful, although timing was challenging

o Dr. Byrne is leading this initiative

o Pre and post assessments will be used (previously developed by Dr. Byrne)

o Longer term follow-up survey to assess impact on practice/industry interaction

o Unique educational offering – insufficient data to present this year, but with larger N this

year plan to present at NAC 2025

2 NAPAAC – support of accreditation 

on alternate years 
• See report from Dr. Mack

o 181 attendees (includes faculty/presenters, excludes exhibitors), including 62 Canadians

(also attendees from Australia, Peru, Portugal, most from US)

• CSACI responsible for accreditation of alternate meetings

3 WAI – support through needs 

assessment, collaboration 
• See report from Drs. Hildebrand and Jeimy

• Planning annual joint webinar focusing on medical expert topic

o Sept 2024: penicillin allergy delabeling in pregnancy (multi-disciplinary, included

pharmacy colleague)

o ~fall 2025: topic selection pending, focus on special populations (consideration to

immunodeficiency
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CSACI EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT – cont’d 

Key Goals and deliverables Description and updates 

4 Webinar series – continue successful 

webinar series to provide deeper dive into 

topics identified on needs assessment. Use 

webinars to advocate for our specialty 

through collaboration with other 

disciplines.  

• Plan for 4-5 accredited webinars in 2024 (increase in volume compared to previous):

o Feb 27, 2024 - Planned by Dr. Mariam Hanna, Cross-Canada Discussion on

Pediatric Food Allergy Therapeutics – 102 attendees with very active discussion

and questions

o May 14, 2024 – Planned by Dr. Jennifer Protudjer, Updates in FPIES webinar,

150 registrants (actual – pending data from Jasmin, ~80s), great interactivity

▪ Based on feedback during webinar, plan for second webinar on this

topic to focus on new innovations in management of non IgE-mediated

food allergy with a focus on Canadian practice (likely late 2024)

o June 5 and 11, 2024: CTS-CSACI-AZ co-developed program on severe asthma

guideline updates – Dr. Tiffany Wong and Dr. Andrew O’Keefe are CSACI

faculty presenters for this joint program (pillar goal of promoting our specialty to

other specialties through joint educational initiative)

• New practice management webinar series (also see below)

Other potential topics: 

• Co-developed session with Medexus on MCAS diagnosis and management (inviting our

first picks from last year’s ASM who were unable to attend)

• Future goals:

o Ongoing promotion of our specialty to other specialties – connections made

with Resp (see above) and Peds, work on connecting with Derm, Rheum, ENT,

Heme (potentially good for mastocytosis topic)

o Foster collaboration with CINC through joint accredited CSACI CINC webinar

5 Practice Management Education initiatives 

vs development of working group 
• Partnered with ARISE December 14, 2023 for webinar on negotiating (Fotini

Iconomopoulos), attendance low (16) suspected related to timing

• Strong needs assessment support for educational offerings focused on practice

management

• Practice management educational series planning committee: Drs. Andrea Marrin,

Adam Byrne, Derek Lanoue, Samira Jeimy, Nazanin Montazeri, Victoria Cook

o ASM practice management session

o Webinar series (starting with 2-3 for 2024/2025 year)

• Discussions around need for practice management support beyond accredited

education:

o Resources: contracts to support staff hiring, office operations manuals, macros,

patient handouts, billing support

o Dr. Jeimy suggested – similar profile to ACAAI practice management group

o Potential for collaboration with Dr. Hanna – project with Pediatrics Interest

Section on handout development

6 Online repository of educational content • Goal from 2023/24, not yet addressed

o Numerous recordings available (including webinars)

o Have these organized in member only area of the website

o Work with Emilia to organize these

7 Needs assessment – maintain current and 

comprehensive needs assessment to 

inform content of CSACI’s numerous 

educational offerings, develop 

comprehensive report for Education 

Committee members that includes 

perceived, unperceived and emerging 

needs 

• Full assessment to be sent this year (2024)

o CPD Committee to review ahead of send out

• Progress in identification of unperceived needs:

o 2023 completed a review of scientific meeting programs from related practice

areas (other specialties and disciplines) to identify topics and speakers

o Some (limited) access to anaphylaxis registry data – this lacks narrative

information that would be most helpful from an unperceived needs standpoint,

so less useful than hoped

o Annual requests to CMPA for data (nil new cases to report)

o Have had positive responses to requests for coroner’s reports relating to

anaphylaxis +/- asthma in Quebec, and still in contact with BC, Kara Roberts

looking into AB data

▪ These often provide additional narrative data that may offer helpful

insights

o Recent anaphylaxis fatality in BC discussed in M&M format, BC Allergists

inquiring into contact with family for additional information about allergy history

that could prove useful
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CSACI EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT – cont’d 

Key Goals and deliverables Description and updates 

8 Scholarly work and professional 

development 
• Drs. Cook and Robertson attended NAC Toronto October 23/24 2023, highlights

included:

o Focus on EDI in CPD development and delivery – provided a framework and

several tools to improve accessibility in educational content, offered many

resources for faculty and facilitators

o Excellent sessions on accreditation pearls and pitfalls (industry relationships)

• CPD foundations course through University of Toronto:

o Dr. Cook completed 2022/2023 year

o Dr. Robertson currently enrolled

• Dr. Cook has joined Society for Academic Continuing Medical Education (SACME)

Scholarship committee

• Academic contributions 2024:

o Abstract submitted to NAC describing use of QI methodology to measure and

subsequently optimize diversity of planning committee members, moderators

and speakers

▪ This also fulfills accreditation requirement

o Use of AI tool (smartie.dev) to optimize LO generation for educational offerings,

compare AI modified LOs to past LOs with regards to quality/common errors

• Potential future projects:

o Evaluation of Industry rounds pilot (Dr. Byrne)

o Describe efforts in identification of unperceived needs and impact on

programming

o Evaluation of practice management programming – high likelihood of producing

measurable practice changes

9 Accreditation • External accreditation

o Goal was to increase number of external accreditations that we do, this has been

a challenge

o Currently we are accrediting:

▪ School of Canada Modules (considered external as target audience not

our membership)

▪ Immunodeficiency Canada symposium (can argue this is co-developed vs

true external accreditation)

o BSACI decided against accreditation this year due to perceived paperwork

burden

• Met with Robin Kinch of Royal College (recently retired)

Upcoming meetings: 

2024: 

• CPD Committee meeting June 2024 to review Section 3 , updated needs assessment (draft to be sent to broader education committee)

• Education pillar meeting (co-led by Dr. O’Keefe) – date TBD

• Education Committee Meeting – post 2024 ASM to review results of updated needs assessment and conference feedback

Respectfully submitted,  

Victoria E. Cook MSc MD FRCPC 
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Women in Allergy and Immunology 
Conference was made possible with the 

generous support of our esteemed 
sponsors: 

Diamond Level Sponsor  

Women in Allergy and 

Immunology Supporters 

Was held on Friday, June 14, 2024 

Moderated by Co-Chairs 

Dr. Samira Jeimy and  

Dr. Kyla Hildebrand  

WOMEN IN ALLERGY & IMMUNOLOGY PROGRAM 

Financial Wellness: Speaker: Dr. Jane Healey – 

Dr. Healey is a hospital-based paediatrician at Trillium Health 

Partners in Mississauga. 

Speak Up and Stand Out For All the Right Reasons: Speaker: Dr. 

Lois Frankel - Dr. Frankel’s earned doctorate is from the University 

of Southern California and she also holds an honorary Doctor of 

Humane Letters from Phillips Graduate Institute for her 

recognized philanthropic work with women and girls. 

Empowerment & Negotiation Skills: Speaker: Fotini 

Iconomopoulos –For the last decade, Ms. Iconomopoulos has 

been empowering Fortune 500 executives and their teams to 

achieve their objectives through her expertise in negotiation, 

communication, and persuasion. 

Advocacy Issues and Government Relation: Speaker: Dr. 

Zainab Abdurrahman - Dr. Abdurrahman runs a busy community 

practice in Mississauga, she is an assistant clinical professor of 

Pediatrics at McMaster University, and, in May 2024, she became 

the President Elect of the Ontario Medical Association. 

Women in Allergy and Immunology Conference 

Program Committee: 

Dr. Samira Jeimy (Co-Chair) 

Dr. Kyla Hildebrand (Co-Chair) 

Dr. Lori Connors 

Dr. Keelia Farrell 

Dr. Sari Herman 

Dr. Ghislaine Isabwe 

Dr. Lana Rosenfield 

Dr. Susan Waserman 
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEER CONTRIBUTORS TO CSACI CLIMATE CHANGE 

"GREEN" PAPER 

The specialty of Allergy and Immunology is affected by environmental change arguably more than any other medical 

specialty.  Climate change has direct impact on allergy and immunology conditions, such as Atopic dermatitis – the effects of 

climate change on barrier function, Rhinitis – longer, stronger pollen seasons leading to a worsening burden of allergic rhinitis as 

well as likely non-allergic rhinitis, Asthma – the effects of worsening allergic triggers, air pollution, 

and extreme weather events on airways. 

Dr. Adam Byrne will lead a group of CSACI volunteers in drafting a thorough position statement on climate change and the 

impact it will have on the specialty of Allergy and Immunology, with work to begin in Fall of 2024 for proposed publication in 

the spring of 2025.   

If you are interested in volunteering, please submit your cv, letter of interest and 

 CSACI COI FORM to jlidington@csaci.ca by July 15th, 2024. 

2024 CSACI AWARD NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN 

Do you know a member of the CSACI who is an outstanding clinician or supreme researcher?  Perhaps you have been mentored 

by an incredible leader or have worked with an inspiring individual that deserves recognition for their professionalism and 

talent?  The CSACI Awards are the way to let everyone know! 

It's easy to nominate someone: just visit the CSACI Award website page HERE, choose from the award descriptions, then fill in 

the brief online form. 

DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS IS SEPTEMBER 15th, 2024 

Nominate someone today! 

Please email info@csaci.ca with any questions. 

NEW CSACI - CAAIF RESEARCH GRANTS AVAILABLE! 

CAAIF-CSACI-Mitacs Research Grant in Allergy and Clinical Immunology 

Application Deadline: September 17, 2024 

CAAIF-CSACI Food Allergy Research Grant 

Application Deadline: September 25, 2024 
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Thank you all for listening and participating in the 

CSACI Podcasts.   

Here are a few stats: 



The CSACI podcast audience continues to grow.  
Here are some stats.

We have over 280 subscribers (or as Apple calls them, followers) on Apple and Spotify. These are 
different from casual listeners. They are people who have made a decision to add us to their rotation 
of podcasts. Good growth on both platforms.
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Podcasts are a great way to reach an audience on a new platform and that is what's happening. The 
vast majority of the audience is mobile.
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We have an overwhelmingly Canadian audience, as planned, but we do have have 
listeners from around the world.
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Thank you for completing the CSACI Membership survey. Below are the results: 

Q1 Please tell us your membership category
Answered: 48
 Skipped: 1

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Student

Resident

Fellow in
Training (FIT)

Full Member

Emeritus

Allied Health

Other

CSACI Membership Survey
Q2 I am satisfied with how the CSACI is pursuing its redefined 

Mission and Vision statements (strongly agree to strongly disagree)1. 
CSACI Vision: The best allergy, asthma and immunology care for 
all.2. CSACI Mission: To lead quality care in allergy, asthma, and 

immunology through education, research, advocacy and 
organizational excellence.

Answered: 49 Skipped: 0

Answered: 49 Skipped: 0

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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Q3 I agree with the Education mission statement: To provide 
timely, accessible, and innovative educational approaches. To 
engage with and to meet the diverse learning needs of CSACI 

members, trainees, health care professionals and 
communities.

Answered: 49 Skipped: 0

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Q4 I agree with the Advocacy mission statement: To advocate for our 
patients and their caregivers by engaging with individuals and 
organizations outside our own in order to ensure equitable and 

timely access to safe, effective, efficient and patient-centered care in 
allergy, asthma and immunology.

Answered: 49 Skipped: 0

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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Q5 I agree with the Research mission statement: To support research 
and knowledge translation that will improve patient care

Answered: 48 Skipped: 1

Q6 I agree with the Organizational Excellence mission Statement: To 
provide organizational leadership with transparency of structure, decision 

making processes and paths to advancement with a key focus on 
engagement and sponsorship of underrepresented individuals/groups 

within the CSACI
Answered: 49 Skipped: 0

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

CSACI Membership Survey
Q7 Overall, I am happy with the way the CSACI Board functions and 

carries out its activities.
Answered: 49 Skipped: 0

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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CSACI Membership Survey

Q8 Are you interested in volunteering for the CSACI? If so, please check 
all that you may be interested in from the choices below

Answered: 22 Skipped: 27

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Women in
Allergy...

Annual
Scientific...

CSACI Board

Guideline /
Position...

Webinar
Planning

Continuing
Professional...

Abstract
Committee

Asthma
Interest...

Immunology
Interest...

Allied Health
Interest...

Anaphylaxis
Interest...

Pediatric
Interest...

ARISE Group
(First 5 yea...

Other (please
specify)
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Your feedback and opinions are invaluable.  Thanks to all 
CSACI members for your continued engagement.
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6
th
 Canadian Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology (CSACI) 

2024 Summer Studentships in Allergy and Immunology Research 

We are pleased to inform you that the CSACI has bestowed five (5) awards for the Fifth Canadian Society of 

Allergy and Clinical Immunology (CSACI) 2024 Summer Studentships in Allergy and Immunology Research. 

And the winners are: 

❑ Ashley Holmes, University of Alberta

Intravenous Use of a subcutaneous formulation of C1-Inhibitor: HAEGarda™ 
❑ Yinglan Xie, McMaster University

Investigating mast cell-epithelial crosstalk and mucus plugging in severe asthma 
❑ Angela Mule, McGill University

Clinical characteristics and management of protein induced enterocolitis syndrome (FPIES) in Canadian 
children 

❑ Anna Voia, Université de Montréal

Recherche qualitative sur la place potentielle des autosoins dans une prise en charge précoce des allergies 
alimentaires du nourrisson 

❑ Rachel Lucshyn, Queen’s University

IL-4 and IL-25 Gene Expression in house dust-mite induced allergic rhinitis 

We would like to thank the all individuals who applied.  We congratulate them all on their high caliber of 

work and wish them much success in this and other research endeavors. 

Dr. Anne Ellis, CSACI President 
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Tuesday Sep 20, 20XX CSACI NEWS Issue #10 

The 2024 CSACI Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) is our Society’s 

flagship event. 

The Canadian Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology (CSACI) is hosting their 79 th Annual Scientific meeting in beautiful 

Banff, Alberta from November 4 to 9.  Our meeting’s main objectives are to provide current information about the diagnosis, 

treatment and management in allergy, asthma and immunology.  This meeting offers a setting for interdisciplinary exchange 

among professionals and provides an excellent opportunity for participants to interact with colleagues and experts in the field.  By 

participating in this conference, attendees can expect to evaluate new trends, techniques, therapies and diagnostic procedures in 

allergy, asthma and immunology. 

CONFERENCE PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS: 

❑ Fellow-in-Training Workshop

❑ NREP Session

❑ Arise Symposium - Practice Efficiency Topic

❑ Oral Abstract Presentations

❑ Immunodeficiency Canada Symposium

Here are some of topics: 
Airway Symposia, Addressing the psychosocial burden of food allergy, rhinitis guidelines update, 

Approach to immunodeficiency in pediatric patients, Adult onset immunodeficiencies, Non-

Mendelian mechanisms of IEI, Literature Reviews, Canadian Perspective on Gene Therapy, 

Immunizations in IEI - pneumococcal disease & vaccines (RSV mention) PEDS indications, Gene 

Therapy, Food Panels- It’s time to stop food panel testing - a critical look at an outdated practice, 

Changing Paradigms in Anaphylaxis definition, management and outcomes, HAE topic - Biocryst 

Has agreed to codevelopment, Malignancy in IEI, Dermatologic Manifestations of lEI, Quality of 

Life for patients with lEI, Is remission in Asthma possible?, Practical Considerations in OIT, 

Outcomes in Immunotherapy: What is our goal?, Pregnancy Consideration in patients with known 

autoimmune disease, with a focus on the prescription of biologics in pregnancy, the immune 

underpinnings of recurrent pregnancy loss and how immunotherapy may benefit select patients, 

Role of biologics for treatment of food allergy, Cost-effectiveness of biologics in food allergy 

management … and more topics to be confirmed. 

Section 3 Workshops: Obtaining informed consent: Best practices, peds & adult, black box 

warnings, 3rd party agencies – more to come 

Back by popular demand are the Interest Section Meetings.  These 

concurrent sessions will highlight the latest updates and insights on each of 

their specific specialties.  Please visit the program for speakers and topics.  

  

CSACI TRAVEL GRANTS 

DEADLINE – FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

TRAVEL GRANTS (SUBJECT TO 

APPROVAL) ARE AVAILABLE TO CSACI 

MEMBERS WHO ARE: FELLOWS‐IN‐

TRAINING ENROLLED IN CANADIAN 

PROGRAMS OF ALLERGY AND 

CLINICAL IMMUNOLOGY, STUDENTS 

AND RESIDENTS PRESENTING AN 

ABSTRACT AT THE 2024 ASM, AND 

WORKING OR STUDYING ALLIED 

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS. DEADLINE 

FOR TRAVEL GRANT APPLICATIONS 

IS:  FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 2024 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE 

DOWNLOAD OUR APPLICATION FORM 

BY CLICKING HERE 

PLEASE BOOK YOUR HOTEL ROOMS 

The Banff Springs Hotel Block Is Filling Up Quickly. 

Hurry to register and book your hotel rooms. 

Book Hotel Now  

ASM Meeting Registration 
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

IS OCTOBER 6 

CHANGE TO NREP PROGRAM DEADLINE 

The National Residents Educational Program (NREP) is designed to increase interest 

in the subspecialty of Allergy & Clinical Immunology among full-time Canadian 

medical students and residents in training.  The selection process for this program 

takes place via Pediatric and Internal Medicine Program Directors, who send in 

nominations for the individual that they feel will benefit most from attending the 

CSACI ASM.  Only one candidate will be chosen from each university, so please 

make sure your application is complete and on time. 

Deadline for applications is now SEPTEMBER 1st, 2024. 

Good luck to all applicants!
Dr. Anne Ellis 

FIT Bowl Chair 
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ALL ABSTRACTS MUST ADHERE TO 
THE ABSTRACT GUIDELINES 

FOR MORE INFO - PLEASE VISIT
https://www.csaciabstracts.ca/ 

The CSACI will award prizes 
for the top poster/ 
presentation in seven 
categories: 

• Allergic Rhinitis/Asthma
Immunology

• Food Allergy/Anaphylaxis
• Urticaria/Angioedema;
• Other Allergy/

Immunology
• Case Reports
• Allied Health

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 2024 

We are pleased to 
announce the CSACI 

Abstract Competition 

Submission Deadline: 
Friday, July 19, 2024

The CSACI invites you to submit an 
abstract for its 2024 Annual 

Scientific Meeting.
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All CSACI Meeting attendees are invited to these elegant and FUN social events at the 

Banff Springs Hotel in November: 

November 6
th
 – CSACI Welcome Reception:  5:00 – 7:30 PM 

November 8
th
 – CSACI FIT BOWL: 4:00 – 5:00 PM 

November 8
th
 – Women in Allergy & Immunology Reception:  6:00 – 8:00 PM 

November 9
th
 – CSACI Awards Dinner & Reception: 6:00 – 10:00 PM – followed by DJ 

& Dancing 

Page 24



Tuesday Sep 20, 20XX CSACI NEWS Issue #10 

2024 CSACI ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

The CSACI recognizes the need for close collaboration between the Society and the corporate sector. The 

CSACI prospectus has been developed to identify initiatives currently being undertaken.  The Partnership 

Programs have been created by the Continued Professional Development (CPD) and Annual Scientific Meeting 

Committees to address the needs of the Society.  For more information and get a copy of the Prospectus, please 

contact the CSACI Head Office. 

 Thank you to our sponsors

 AT TIME OF PRINT
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Tickets available on the CSACI Annual Scientific Meeting  
Registration Form  

or by e-mail andrea@caaif.ca

All funds raised go directly towards research in allergy, 

asthma and immunology 

mailto:andrea@caaif.ca
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Have a great summer and 

see you all in November. 

Your CSACI Team! 




