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Dear CSACI members, 

 

Despite the challenge of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 

this year, we had our first in-person meeting since 2019 and it 

was a great success with 559 attendees! This was topped only 

by hosting the inaugural North American Pediatric Allergy 

and Asthma Congress, led by Dr. Doug Mack and in 

partnership with the American College of Allergy, Asthma 

and Immunology. The NAPAAC meeting had 221 registrants 

and we look forward to partnering again on this meeting with 

the College in 2024.  I want to thank all those involved in 

organizing these meetings.  

 

Early last year we also partnered on a very important 

statement with the British Society of Allergy and Clinical 

Immunology on Oral Immunotherapy which you can find our 

website. We have had OIT as a major focus in all our CPD 

activities over the past year and it is proving a valuable 

educational element for all of our members. 

 

2022 also saw the creation of our new Education Committee, 

which is a committee made up of the Chairs of all our CPD 

activities and programs that meets twice yearly. This 

important committee oversees all CPD offerings to ensure we 

are covering our members’ educational needs and removing 

redundancy from program to program. So, you just have to 

make sure you go to all of them to get the most out of your 

CSACI membership! Dr. Vicki Cook is taking over from Dr. Lori 

Connors as Chair of this Committee. 
 

We hosted another widely appreciated online Women in 

Allergy and Immunology Meeting under the leadership of Dr. 

Lori Connors. This group met for the first time in person in 

Quebec City and plans to keep building on the momentum 

to meet annually. Stay tuned for plans to come for 2023 from 

that committee soon. 

 

The ARISE Group also came to light and met for the first time 

in person in Quebec City. This group has been incredibly 

engaged in a very short period of time thanks to their strong 

leader – Dr. Ana Copaescu who is accompanied by Dr. 

Keelia Farrell and Dr. Nazanin Montazeri. 
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In June last year, your Board met to create a new strategic 

plan and came up with our new Mission: 

To lead quality care in allergy, asthma, and 

immunology through education, research, 

advocacy and organizational excellence. 

And our new vision statement:  The best allergy, 

asthma and immunology care for all. 

We also identified our four organizational ‘PILLARS’ which 

are: EDUCATION, RESEARCH, ADVOCACY AND 

ORGANIZATIONAL EXCELLENCE. 

Each of those pillars contain their own mission and vision. 

We created long term and short-term goals for each, that 

will now be refined under the new Board who will ensure 

our success for the future. You can also see these new 

statements on our website under ‘Vision and Mission’. 

I want to thank all the people who volunteer their time to 

make CSACI the strong, unified and extraordinary 

organization that it is. I am truly honoured to serve you as 

President in the next year and look forward to what we can 

achieve together. 

Happy Holidays! 

ANNE 

President’s Message (cont’d)

 

CSACI EXECUTIVE 

President 

Dr. A. Ellis, Kingston 

Past-President 

Dr. T. Vander Leek, Edmonton 

Vice-President 

Dr. E. Chan, Vancouver 

Secretary-Treasurer   

Dr. L. Connors, Halifax 

Board of Directors 

Dr. P. Bégin, Montréal  

Dr. M. Ben-Shoshan, Montréal 

Dr. K. Hildebrand, Vancouver  

Dr. D. Mack, Burlington  

Dr. J. Upton, Toronto 

Dr. H. Vliagoftis, Edmonton 

Fellow-In-Training 

Dr. S. Lohrenz, Vancouver, BC 

Section Advisors 

Dr. E. Abrams, Winnipeg  

Dr. V. Kim, Toronto 

Dr. M. Hanna, Burlington 

Dr. A. O’Keefe, St. John  

Dr. J. Protudjer, Winnipeg  

Dr. L. Rosenfield, Winnipeg 

Head Office  

207 Bank Street, Suite 406 

Ottawa, ON    K1E 3W4 

Email / courriel: info@csaci.ca 

Tel: 613-265-7571 

Jasmin Lidington 

Executive Director  

Email: jlidington@gmail.com 
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Dr. Anne Ellis 

CSACI President 

In past few weeks, the Section 

Advisors held their respective 

interest section meetings with 

special invited guest speakers. 
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS 

ASTHMA SECTION REPORT 

Goals for 2023 and beyond 

1. Establish online CME modules for referring providers
2. Maintain accreditation for and promote existing CME modules for live (in person

or virtual) use.
3. Evaluate impact of CME modules on confidence among participants in

managing allergic disorders

Explanation of Goals 

1. 7 one-hour modules on a variety of allergic diseases and primary
immunodeficiency have been developed by a steering committee.  They were

accredited by the CFPC until July 2022.
2. We plan to have these modules accredited again, and to expand the project to

make these modules accessible online for asynchronous learning
3. We hope to improve care for patients with allergic disease and primary

immunodeficiency through this educational initiative targeted at primary care

providers, but suitable for all healthcare providers.

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 

❑ ASTHMA SECTION MEETING was held on November 2nd: Topic: Oral

Corticosteroids in Severe Asthma, Guest Speaker:  Dr. Andrew Menzies-Gow.

Dr. Andrew O’Keefe 

Asthma Section Advisor 
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS 

ALLIED HEALTH SECTION REPORT 

Goals for 2023 and beyond 

1. Develop the food allergy educator program for allied health professionals
2. Implement the food allergy educator program and evaluate after one year

Explanation of Goals 

❑ CIHR applications not favourably reviewed, yet the need for such a program
persists and various industry partners have expressed interest in supporting the
development of such a program

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 

❑ Three CIHR project grant applications, with national and international expert
co-applicants

❑ Regular contact with project co-leads
❑ Program design, curricula and evaluations in advanced stages of development
❑ First intake: March – May 2023 (end of course to coincide with end of food

allergy awareness month)

❑ ALLIED HEALTH SECTION MEETING was held on October 19th: Topic: Pollen Food

Allergy Syndrome, Guest Speaker: Dr. Isabel Skypala

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Protudjer PhD 

Allied Health Section Advisor 
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FOOD ALLERGY AND ANAPHYLAXIS SECTION REPORT: 

Goals for 2023 and beyond 

1. Continue contribution to CSACI interests in Food Allergy:
2. Advocate for food allergy and food allergy prevention
3. Annual Meeting participation/planning
4. Continue contribution to CSACI interests in Anaphylaxis, in particular COVID-19

and other (monkeypox) vaccine anaphylaxis
5. Promote learning initiatives regarding perioperative anaphylaxis
6. Dr. Abrams in collaboration with other CSACI Board members to continue

advancing KT of food allergy prevention, food allergy

Explanation of Goals/Progress to Date 

❑ With Drs. Julia Upton and Marie- Noël Primeau, leading a position paper on Oral
Food Challenges (in progress)

❑ Working on statement regarding Imvamune vaccine and egg allergy
❑ Working with Victoria Cook and Juan CamiloRuiz to increase educational

opportunities regarding perioperative anaphylaxis

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 

❑ FOOD ALLERGY AND ANAPHYLAXIS SECTION MEETING was held on November

2nd: Topic: Cost-effectiveness Analysis in Management of Food Allergy,
Guest Speaker:  Dr. Markus Shaker

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dr. Elissa Abrams 

Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Section Advisor 

INTEREST SECTION REPORTS 
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS 

IMMUNOLOGY SECTION REPORT: 

 

Goals for 2023 and beyond 
 

1. Enhance synergy and collaboration opportunities with other organizations, such 
as CINC to advance research, education, advocacy, and care of patients with 

inborn errors of immunity. 
2. Participate in the planning of sessions at the Annual Scientific Meeting with 

particular focus on promoting and supporting immunology-themed sessions  
3. Maintain and update the catalogue of clinical and research-based 

immunological tests offered in Canada. 
4. Contribute to CSACI position statements with immunodeficiency relevance 

 

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 
 

❑ IMMUNOLOGY SECTION MEETING was held on November 1st: Topic: Discussion: 
RFP Process and Outcome for IVIG, Guest Speakers: Whitney Goulstone from 

Immunity Canada and Sarah Jennings from Canadian Blood Services  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Dr. Vy Kim 

Immunology Section Advisor 
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS 

PEDIATRIC INTEREST SECTION REPORT: 

Goals for 2023 and beyond 

1. Contribution to CSACI position statements/publications with pediatric relevance
2. Active participation in both CSACI Annual Scientific Meeting and NAPAAC
3. Provide responses to Health Canada inquiries pertaining to pediatric allergy (e.g.

early allergen introduction products, infant formulae, etc.)
4. Pursuit of CIHR funding for Project TEAL, an important endeavor to improve the

care and outcomes of food allergic children in early childcare.
5. Advocate for family access to pediatric allergy, asthma and immunology

consultation, either in-person or virtually, in a timely manner.

Explanation of Goals 

4. Project TEAL: naTional initiative to improve health-related knowledge and health

outcomes related to food allErgy and Anaphylaxis amongst infants and children

during early chiLd care education. The study team includes Elissa Abrams
(Anaphylaxis Section Advisor), Moshe Ben-Shoshan (Board Member), Julia Upton,
Jennifer Gerdts (Food Allergy Canada), Elana Lavine (undersigned Pediatric

Section Head) and Don Giesbrecht (Canadian Child Care Federation/CCCF).
Jennifer Protudjer (Allied Health Section Head) is the nominated principal
applicant to CIHR.

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 

❑ Educational webinar with CCCF June 28/2022, provided to membership across
Canada

❑ Café Scientifique on Infant Feeding of Allergens, University of Manitoba, March
2/2022

❑ PEDIATRIC SECTION MEETING was held November 15th: TOPIC: Infant Allergen
Feeding and Infant OIT - Guest Speaker:  Dr. Lianne Soller

With sincere gratitude for Dr. Elana Lavine for her leadership as Pediatric Interest Section 
Advisor over the last years.  She contributed so much to this wonderful group!

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Mariam Hanna 

Pediatric Section Advisor 
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Rhinitis and Sinusitis Interest Section Report 

Goals for 2023 and beyond

1. Continue with Annual FIT retreat
2. Completion of rhinitis guidelines

3. Work on initiatives to promote allergist involvement in patients with rhinitis

Explanation of Goals 

1. During the weekend of November 18-20, 2022, we successfully met in person for
the 4th annual FIT retreat for PGY-5 residents across the country. Topics included

immunotherapy (SLIT/SCIT and venom), immunoglobulin replacement therapy
and food oral immunotherapy. This also allowed a key bonding experience for
the FITs across the country. We look forward to the feedback to help with
planning future retreats.

2. Work on the rhinitis guidelines continues, spearheaded by Dr. Anne Ellis. The final
report has been received on all 5 PICO questions and reviewed by the working
group. The plan is to work on summarizing the findings. Once completed, edited
and compiled the final version will be reviewed by the working group. It will then
be submitted to the Board of Directors for Peer Review.

3. Across the country there has been an observed trend where non-allergists may
offer skin testing. While this may give some answers to patients, it may be
without proper training on testing, may not be assessed within the context of
symptoms, and targeted treatment options may not be offered. I would like the
opportunity to pursue an initiative to be able to educate about what allergists

can offer these patients and that diagnosis and management involve more
than just skin testing.

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 

❑ FIT Retreat was held in Toronto from November 18 to 20, 2022

❑ RHINITIS AND SINUSITIS SECTION MEETING was held on October 25th: TOPCI:
Canadian Rhinology Working Group Consensus Statement - Biologic Therapies
for Chronic Rhinusitis - Guest Speaker:  Dr. Andrew Thamboo.

Huge thanks to Dr. Jaclyn Quirt for her leadership as the Rhinitis and Sinusitis Section 

Advisor. 

Dr. Lana Rosenfield 

Rhinitis and Sinusitis Section Advisor 
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OTHER REPORTS 

REPORT OF THE GROWING ALLERGIST IMMUNOLOGIST SECTION OF THE CANADIAN SOCIETY 

OF ALLERGY AND CLINICAL IMMUNOLOGY (ARISE GROUP) 

Executive Group 
❑ CHAIR - Ana Copaescu

❑ CO-CHAIR - Nazanin Montazeri
❑ SOCIAL CHAIR - Keelia Farrell
❑ Liaison Rhinitis and Sinusitis - Kara Robertson
❑ Liaison Section Anaphylaxis and Food Allergy - Amélie Gauthier
❑ Liaison Pediatrics - Adam Byrne

❑ Liaison Asthma - Laura Murphy
❑ Liaison Immunology - Rongbo Zhu

Goals for 2023 and beyond 

1. Increase the ARISE Group’s visibility among all CSACI members who are within five

(5) calendar years of graduation from their fellowship training program.

2. Increase the ARISE members’ participation in activities/projects hosted by the CSACI
and promote their engagement in initiatives hosted by the CSACI interest sections.

3. Network with other similar worldwide groups (NAIA - New Allergist Immunologist
Assembly, Junior EAACI, Junior WAO).

Explanation of Goals 

1. Increase the ARISE Group visibility among all CSACI members who are within five

(5) calendar years of graduation from their fellowship training program

During the September CSACI meeting, we had 2 events for the ARISE members: an 
academic event followed by a social event: 

ARISE Group Meeting: 8:30 AM Friday Sept. 23 
The goals of this meeting were to introduce the ARISE section group, discuss the 
reference terms and increase the participation of our members in CSACI related 
activities. We also presented on an important Transition to Practice Objective – Billing 
and Setting up Practice as new allergists/immunologists. 

…/continue to page 10 
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OTHER REPORTS 

Explanation of Goals – continued from page 9 

ARISE Reception: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Saturday Sept. 24 
This reception was planned before the traditional CSACI Awards Dinner & Reception 
as to allow ARISE members to network before and during the social event that 

followed. 

2. Increase the ARISE member’s participation in activities/projects hosted by the

CSACI and promote their engagement in initiatives hosted by the CSACI interest

sections.

Both of the events described below allowed us to increase networking and promote
communications and collaborations among CSACI members.
Furthermore, the liaison representatives are maintaining an ongoing communication
with the various CSACI section chairs.

3. Network with other similar worldwide groups (NAIA - New Allergist Immunologist

Assembly, Junior EAACI, Junior WAO).

The current ARISE executive members have expressed their interest in seeking active
membership for the NAIA, Junior WAO and Junior EAACI. Our goal is to participate
in their respective activities as ARISE representatives.

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 

ARISE Terms of Reference establishment 
Authors: Ana Copaescu 

Amélie Gauthier 
Revision Jasmin Lidington 

Dr. Harold Kim 

Based on information meetings with  Dr Luciana Tanno, WAO Junior 
Dr. Christina Kwong, NAIA 

Initial ARISE Group Presentation session 
Date: 29th September 2021 

Introductory meeting with interested members to discuss the terms of References 
and the possible involvement opportunities. 
Invited speaker: Dr. Christina Kwong, Vice-Chair, New Allergist/Immunologist 
Assembly (NAIA), AAAAI. 
Presented by A. Copaescu and interim chair 

…/continue to page 11 
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OTHER REPORTS 

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date - Continued from page 10 

Applications and elections for Chair, Co-Chair and Social Chair 

• Video Conference Central Executive Group Meeting 23rd January 2022

• Video Conference Central Executive Group Meeting 2nd March 2022

Description: the main goal of these meetings was to prepare the Liaison elections. 

Applications and elections for Liaison representatives 

• Video Conference Executive Group Meeting 24th May 2022

• Video Conference Executive Group Meeting 27th July 2022

Description: the main goal of these meetings was to prepare for the CSACI meeting. 

The liaison section chairs have all contacted the respective Section Chairs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Ana Copaescu  
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OTHER REPORTS 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE/CPD REPORT 

Education Committee Members: 

o Dr. Lori Connors (Chair)
o Dr. Victoria Cook (Vice-Chair)
o Ms. Jasmin Lidington (CSACI Staff)
o Dr. Harold Kim (ASM Chair)
o Dr. Doug Mack (NAPAAC Conference Chair)

o Dr. Audrey Segal (FIT Education)
o Dr.  Meriem Latrous (FIT Rep)
o Dr. Jennifer Protudjer (Allied Health Section Head)
o Dr. Andy O’Keefe (CME Project)
o Dr. Scott Cameron (CPD)
o Dr. Charles Frankish (CPD)

o Dr. Kyla Hildebrand (CPD)
o Dr. Wade Watson (CPD)

ASM: 

• Exciting content, mixed in person and virtual delivery

• Good process in place moving forward for tracking key documentation needed for

accreditation

• Section 3 content – two concurrent sessions, aiming for virtual delivery as well

NAPAAC: 

• Using similar tracking document for accreditation purposes (CSACI will be

responsible for this every other NAPAAC meeting)

CSACI Webinars: 

• Four webinars for the coming year (late Nov 2022, ~ Feb 2023, May 2023, late Aug

or Sept 2023)

o Perioperative anaphylaxis (Nov 2022, to be announced at anaphylaxis IG
meeting)

o Optimizing safety for food allergy therapies (~Feb 2023)
o Possible joint session with Dr. J. Protudjer regarding vaccine hesitancy (timing

TBD)

o Other topics to be decided based on results of needs assessment

• Webinars to continue with panel format

• More “niche” topics

o Allows for more in depth discussion though participant number may be smaller

…/continue to page 13 
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Land acknowledgement – Canada 
From coast to coast to coast, we acknowledge the ancestral and unceded territory of all the 

Inuit, Métis, and First Nations people that call this land home. 

Education Committee/CPD Report (continued) 

Women in Allergy and Immunology Meeting 

• Planning Committee:

• Dr. Lori Connors (Chair)

• Dr. Keelia Farrell

• Dr. Kyla Hildebrand

• Dr. Ghislaine Isabwe

• Dr. Samira Jeimy

• Dr. Lana Rosenfield

• Dr. Susan Waserman

• 2022 attendance: ~100 (80 allergists)

• 2023 tentative meeting date: Spring 2023

• Hybrid virtual/in person to ensure equitable access

• Invitation messaging for next year – inclusive of all regardless of gender

• Networking WIA/I reception on Friday evening during ASM

CPD Chair 

• Dr. Vicki Cook transitioning to Chair role after 2022 ASM

Other CPD news 

• Needs assessment undergoing revision, will be collected concurrently with ASM

feedback to inform content for educational programs for 2022/2023 year

• National Accreditation Conference is Oct 17-18 (Virtual)

o Dr. Connors will be co-chairing a workshop on mission statements and CPD

program evaluation

• Dr. Vicki Cook will be joining the 2022-2023 CPD Foundations Program through U of T

Temerty Faculty of Medicine

• Next accreditation report is Due December:

o Assistance from consultant Ms. Domenica Utano

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori Connors, MD, MEd, FRCPC and Victoria E Cook MSc, MD, FRCPC 

OTHER REPORTS 
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FELLOW-IN-TRAINING CORNER 

PAGE 14 

REPORT of the Senior Fellow-in-Training Representative 

FIT symposium 
At the CSACI annual scientific meeting this past fall in Quebec City, the fellow-in-training 

session was a success and included the following topics based on feedback from FIT 
members and the FIT symposium committee.  

• Panel #1: Transition to practice - Focus on community practice with speakers
including Dr. Adam Byrne, Dr. Angeliki Barlas, Dr. Lydia Zhang, and Dr. Maxime
Paquin.

• Panel #2: Unusual allergies / interesting cases with speakers including Dr. Stephanie
Erdle, Dr. Juan Ruiz, Dr. Rongbo Zhu, and Dr. Martine Boivin.

New Junior FIT Rep   
At the CSACI FIT symposium, we had an election for the junior fellow-in-training 
representative and are happy to welcome Derek Lanoue, PGY4 from McGill University 

into this role! 

Sarah Lohrenz, MD 

Senior FIT Representative 

PGY5 Clinical Immunology and Allergy 

University of British Columbia 

Derek Lanoue, MD 

Junior FIT Representative 

PGY4 Clinical Immunology and Allergy 

McGill University 

CSACI FIT Program Co-Supervisor 

Zainab Abdurrahman, MD, FRCPC 

(Pediatrics), FRCPC (Clinical Immunology 

and Allergy) 

Assistant Clinical Professor (Adjunct) of 

Pediatrics 

McMaster University 

CSACI FIT Program Co-Supervisor 

Audrey Segal, MD, FRCPC (Pediatrics), FRCPC 

(Clinical Immunology and Allergy) 

Lecturer, Department of Pediatrics,  

University of Toronto 
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FELLOW-IN-TRAINING CORNER 

FIT retreat 
The second in-person immunotherapy retreat took place in Toronto at the Royal York 
Fairmont Hotel on November 18-20th 2022. The programming included talks on SCIT, SLIT, 

SCIG/IVIG, and OIT from experts across Canada. There were social events Friday and 
Saturday nights where fellows had the opportunity to get to know one another! 
Feedback from the fellows was very positive about the weekend's educational and social 
aspects. 

Thank you to the CSACI, the organizers as well as faculty for coordinating a great Retreat. 

Your PGY-5 Fellows-in-Training 
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2022-2024 CSACI EXECUTIVE AND BOARD 

Dr. Anne Ellis 

CSACI President 

Dr. Edmond Chan 

Vice President 

Dr. Lori Connors 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Dr. Tim Vander Leek 

Past President and 

2023-2024 CSACI 

Annual Meeting 

Chair 

Dr. Moshe  

Ben-Shoshan  

Board of Directors 

Dr. Philippe Bégin 

Board of Directors 

Dr. Kyla Hildebrand 

Board of Directors 

Dr. Doug Mack 

Board of Directors 

Dr. Julia Upton 

Board of Directors 

Dr. Harissios 

Vliagoftis 

Board of Directors 

Ms. Jasmin Lidington 

CSACI  

Executive Director 
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SECTION ADVISORS (2022-2024) 

Dr. Elissa Abrams 

Anaphylaxis and 

Food Allergy  

Section Advisor 

Dr. Andy O’Keefe 

Asthma Section 

Advisor 

Dr. Vy Kim 

Immunology 

Section Advisor 

Dr. Mariam Hana 

Pediatrics Section 

Advisor 

Dr. Lana Rosenfield 

Rhinitis & Sinusitis 

Section Advisor 

Jennifer LP Protudjer, 

PhD, 

Allied Health  

Section Advisor  

Dr. Victoria Cook 
Education Committee/ 

CPD Chair 

Dr. Sarah Lohrenz 

Fellows-in Training 

Representative  
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We hope that the 2022 CSACI meeting provided you with an opportunity to expand your 

knowledge, renew acquaintances, make some new friends, and network with researchers, 

clinicians and allied health professionals. 

We look forward to another successful meeting next year.  Keep an eye out for further information 

as the program takes shape. 

JOIN YOUR COLLEAGUES FOR THE 

2023 CSACI ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 

  October 19 to 22, 2023 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO 

Shaw Convention Centre 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT 

WWW.CSACI.CA 

Dr. Tim Vander Leek 

CSACI Past President and 2023 program chair 
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ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 2022 

The CSACI Distinguished Member Award: 

Presented to Dr. Bill Moote 

The CSACI Distinguished Member Award is presented 

to an exemplary member of the CSACI for his or her 

outstanding achievements in Allergy, Asthma, and 

Immunology, dedication to the CSACI, and whose 

accomplishments serve as an inspiration and 

example for others to follow. 

 

The John Howard Toogood Award: 

Presented to Dr. Michael Cyr 

The John Howard Toogood Award for Teaching is presented to a 

CSACI member in recognition of his/her exemplary teaching and 

mentoring in the field of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology.  

Presenting the award to Dr. Cyr is Dr. Paul Oykhmon (left) 

This year’s awards were presented on Saturday, September 24th at the 

beautiful Château Frontenac in Québec City! 

Dr. Michael Cyr is currently an Associate Clinical Professor at McMaster University, Division of Allergy and 

Clinical Immunology, Department of Medicine. He has been on faculty at McMaster since completing the 

Clinical Investigator and Clinical Scholar Programs in 2005. Since that time, he has been the Program 

Director for both the Adult and Pediatric Clinical Immunology and Allergy Programs at McMaster for a total 

of 10 years, in addition to 4 years as the Deputy Program 

Director and Site Director for Hamilton Health Sciences, and one year as Education Lead on the Residency 

Program Committee.  

The impact of Dr. Cyr’s teaching can be felt nation-wide given the number of trainees he has worked with in 

his various roles, who have dispersed throughout the country into diverse areas of practice. He has been a 

Royal College examiner for Clinical Immunology and Allergy for the past 12 years.  Dr. Cyr is involved with 

teaching not only at the subspecialty level but is well known to our Internal Medicine and Pediatrics 

Residents due to his involvement over the past 15 years. His talk on “how to give a talk” is famous, and 

many of the faculty still look forward every year to his introduction to immunology given to the incoming 

trainees. 

Dr. Moote graduated from Medicine, at Western in 1979 - Internal medicine and Clinical Immunology & 

Allergy in 1983/84 at Western.  Her was the division chief from 1992–2002. He has been the training 

program director at Western since 1992. He stepped down a few years back. Dr. Moote is a past-

president of the CSACI in 1992–1994.   

He has been a major contributor to our specialty.  Royal College specialty committee, the CSACI 

Immunotherapy Manual, the CSACI OSCE and the CSACI FIT bowl.  He has helped to train countless 

numbers of fellows, residents and students who are now working across the country and beyond.   

Presenting the award to Dr. Moote was Dr. Harold Kim (left) 
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The Bram Rose Memorial Lectureship: 

Presented to Dr. Yuka Asai 

Bram Rose was a founder of the CSACI and a pioneer in the field of 
Allergy, Asthma and Clinical Immunology.  After he passed away, the 

Canadian Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology established this 

lectureship in his honour and bestows this award on those that 

encapsulate Dr. Rose’s spirit. 

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 2022 – Award’s Presentation 

The Milton Gold Memorial Lectureship: 

Presented to Dr. Jennifer Protudjer  

This award is presented to a speaker at the CSACI Annual 

Scientific Meeting whose lecture exemplifies the role of 

advocacy in the field of Allergy & Immunology, an attribute 

that Dr. Gold was well known for throughout his career. 

Congratulations, you are the first recipient of this prestigious 

award. 

Dr. Jennifer Protudjer is the Endowed Research Chair in Allergy, Asthma and the Environment; an 

assistant professor of pediatrics and child health at University of Manitoba; a research scientist at the 

Children’s Hospital Research Institute of Manitoba; and an epidemiologist with the Clinical Trials Platform 

at the George and Fay Yee Centre for Healthcare Innovation. She also holds an adjunct professorship in 

the foods and human nutritional sciences department at UM, and is an affiliated researcher at the 

Karolinska Institutet, where she completed her post-doctoral training. 

Jennifer works passionately on food allergy education and research.  She has an incredible 
commitment to this focus and we as a society have benefitted tremendously from her excellent work in 

this area.  She continues to drive forward and is making very exciting gains which has been so 

encouraging and inspiring to watch.   
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Dr. Yuka Asai a clinician-scientist from Queen's University. Originally from Saskatchewan, she 

trained in dermatology at McGill University, where she also received an MSc in Epidemiology and 

her PhD in Experimental Medicine.   

She is a member of Allergen NCE and her PhD studies described the association between filaggrin 

mutations and peanut allergy.  She is considered among many to be an honorary allergist.   

Presenting the award to Dr. Protudjer is Dr. Tim Vander Leek 

Presenting the award to Dr. Asai is Dr. Tim Vander Leek
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The CSACI Early Career Award: 

Dr. Victoria Cook, Victoria B.C. 

The CSACI Early Career Award is presented to a CSACI Fellow, who has been working post-

fellowship for five years or less, and has shown dedication to our specialty through his or her 

contribution to the CSACI. 

Dr. Cook grew up in Victoria.  Dr. Cook completed a Bachelor of Science degree (Biology) at the 

University of Victoria in 2006.  She moved to Edmonton where she obtained an MSc in 

Neuroscience from the University of Alberta in 2008.  She remained at the U of A for her Medical 

Doctorate which she finished in 2012.  She returned to the west coast and moved to Vancouver to 

complete a Pediatric Residency at BC Children’s Hospital for her Fellowship training in Pediatric 

Allergy and Clinical Immunology, which she completed in June 2017. 

Dr. Cook has recently taken over the very important role of CSACI Education and CPD Chair.  We 

would also like to congratulate Dr. Cook on her new arrival – her baby boy who arrived mid-

October.  Congratulations! 

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 2022 – Award’s Presentation 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

2022 CSACI ORAL COMPETITION – TOP POSTER AWARDS 

IF YOU MISSED THE CSACI ANNUAL MEETING THIS YEAR, YOU REALLY MISSED OUT ON A LOT OF 

TREMENDOUS CONTRIBUTIONS FROM OUR VARIOUS TRAINEES IN ALLERGY ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 

FELLOWS-IN-TRAINING, INTERNAL MEDICINE AND PEDIATRICT RESIDENTS, MEDICAL STUDENTS AT 

MULTIPLE LEVELS (BSC, MSC, PHD) SUBMITTED A RECORD NUMBER OF ABSTRACTS, AND CHOOSING 

WINNERS WAS NO EASY FEAT FOR OUR JUDGES. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL THE JUDGES WHO HELPED OUT! 

CATEGORY 1ST PLACE WINNERS INSTITUTION ABSTRACT 

CASE REPORTS Kevin Lee 
University of British 

Columbia 

Anaphylaxis to Ground 

Flaxseed in a Pediatric 

Patient Tolerant to Whole 

Flaxseed 

FOOD ALLERGY & 

ANAPHYLAXIS 
Pasquale Mulé 

Montreal Children’s 

Hospital, McGill 

University Health 

Centre 

Long-term Adherence and 

Risk of Allergic Reactions in 

Children Who Attained Milk 

Oral Immunotherapy 

Maintenance 

IMMUNOLOGY Son Kiho McMaster University 

Circulating Antinuclear 

Autoantibodies in COVID-19 

Survivors Predict Long-

COVID Symptoms 

OTHER ALLERGY/ 

IMMUNOLOGY 
Walter Graham 

University of Western 

Ontario 

Utility of eConsults for 

COVID-19 Vaccine-Related 

Concerns in Ontario, 

Canada 

URTICARIA/ 

ANGIODEMA 
Catherine Zhu 

McGill University 

Faculty of Medicine 

Safety of COVID-19 mRNA 

Vaccination and Effect of 

COVID-19 Infection in 

Children with Chronic 

Urticaria 

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 2022 
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We would like to thank Medexus for their support for the FIT Bowl 

Other Oral winners: 

Food Allergy/Anaphylaxis 

Runner up: Laura Feldman, University of Toronto  

Pediatric food allergy in schools: Learning with children to share knowledge 

Other Allergy/Immunology 

Runners up – tied:  

Alex Nguyen, McGill University - Faculty of Medicine  

Safety of COVID-19 Vaccines and Effect of COVID-19 Infection in Patients with Mastocytosis 
Ariaz Atai, McMaster University 

Reprogramming of immune responses in food allergy  

FIT Bowl 

2022 marked the 13TH Annual FIT (Fellows-in-Training) Bowl competition. 

All in attendance agreed it was great! Teams were competitive and inventive, and all are 

to be congratulated for excellent performances, and for an extremely entertaining session! 

In the end, there can be only one winner, and this year our winning team came from 

Western University. 

They are: Drs. Sarah Edgerly and Dr. Graham Walter 

Congratulations to our winners and all who competed. 

See you next year! 

Dr. Anne Ellis  

FIT Bowl Chair 
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Diamond Sponsor 
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Platinum Sponsors 

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 2022 

Thank you to our sponsors. 

This meeting would not be possible without the generosity and 

support of the corporate partners.   

https://www.takeda.com/en-ca
https://www.miravohealthcare.com/
https://www.cslbehring.ca/
https://www.pfizer.ca/
https://www.novartis.ca/
mailto:https://www.alk.net/ca/
https://ca.gsk.com/en-ca/home/
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And a big thank you to all our CSACI exhibitors: 

ABBVIE 

Astra Zeneca 

Avir Pharma 

Bausch Health 

Biocryst 

CSL Behring 

Chronic Urticaria Association 

of Canada 

Covis Pharma 

DBV Technologies 

GSK 

Miravo 

Medexus 

NeilMed 

Pharmaceuticals 

Novartis 

Nutricia 

Omega Laboratories 

Limited 

Pfizer Epi-Pen 

Pfizer Dermatology 

Pharming 

Sanofi / Regeneron 

Somagen 

Stallergenes Greer 

Takeda 

Valeo Pharma 

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 2022 
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Thank you to our sponsors. 

This meeting would not be possible without the generosity and support of 

the corporate partners.   

Gold Sponsors 

Bronze Sponsor 

https://www.valeo.com/en/
https://www.medexus.com/en_US/divisions/medexus-pharma-canada
https://www.sanofi.ca/
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NAPAAC MEETING 2022 

Thank you to our NAPAAC sponsors. 

This meeting would not be possible without the generosity and support of the 

corporate partners.   
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DIAMOND SPONSORS 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

GOLD SPONSOR 

SILVER SPONSORS 

https://www.alk.net/ca/
https://www.medexus.com/en_US/divisions/medexus-pharma-canada
https://www.miravohealthcare.com/
https://www.dbv-technologies.com/
https://www.pfizer.ca/
https://www.regeneron.com/search?query=sanofi
https://ca.gsk.com/en-ca/home/
https://www.nutricia.ca/
https://www.meadjohnson.com/
https://www.valeo.com/en/
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NAPAAC MEETING 2022 

2022 NAPAAC EXHIBITORS 

ALK 

Ajinimoto Cambrooke 

Astra Zeneca 

Bausch Health 

Biocryst 

Chronic Urticaria Association of Canada 

Covis Pharma 

DBV Technologies 

Food Allergy Canada 

GSK 

Miravo 

Medexus 

NeilMed Pharmaceuticals 

Nutricia 

Omega Laboratories Limited 

Pfizer Epi-Pen 

Pfizer Dermatology 

Pharming 

Reckitt – Mead Johnson 

Sanofi / Regeneron 

Somagen 

Stallergenes Greer 

Takeda 

Trudell 

Valeo Pharma 
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Congratulations to Dr. Joel Liem – winner for completing the CSACI Evaluations and 

winning an annual Air Canada lounge pass and $300  

To view NAPAAC AND CSACI Annual Scientific Meeting pictures please click on the link 

below:  

https://samphotopro.pixieset.com/2022-09-21_napaacandcsaciconventions/ 

GALLERY PASSWORD:  H4RQ7cuDRo 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NAPACC & CSACI 2022 MEETINGS 
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H4RQ7cuDRo
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A MESSAGE FROM DR. SUSAN WASERMAN, CAAIF PRESIDENT 

Thanks to the support of our individual donors, sponsors, and the CSACI, this year CAAIF 

has invested $615,000 in research awards, fellowships and graduate studentships. A 
special thank you to the hard work of our Research Advisory Co-Chairs Drs. Philippe 
Bégin and Jean Marshall, our Advanced Education Adjudication (AEA) Committee, and 
all our volunteer adjudicators for all of their tireless efforts in ensuring the growth and 
advancement of our research program.  

Our 7th Annual Fundraising Gala in Quebec City was a resounding success with over 160 
guests and raising over $117,000. Thank you to our Gala Committee, chaired by Kimberly 
Waines, for their hard work ensuring that guests enjoyed delicious Quebec cuisine and 
beverages, beautiful décor and entertainment by Terra Bruce Productions from St. Johns, 

Newfoundland. Guests also heard from patient representatives from Urticaire Chronique 
who shared their experiences with chronic urticaria. A tribute was made in memory of 
CAAIF’s founder Dr. Donald Stark and the 2nd Annual Donald Stark Award for Excellence 
in Leadership was presented to Dr. Edmond Chan. Thank you to all our sponsors and 
guests for their support of this important fundraising initiative. We hope to see everyone in 
person at the 8th Annual Gala in Ottawa on October 21,2023.   

CAAIF also hosted a Virtual Awards Presentation which highlighted the outstanding 
research that CAAIF has supported this past year. The Virtual Awards Presentation 
featured videos from the 2022 grant recipients, live presentations and music from Terra 
Bruce Productions, Voices Rock Medicine and Dr. Michelle Kwok.  For those who missed 

this important presentation, you can view it on CAAIF’s YouTube Channel.  

On December 7, guests were invited to the Home for Christmas Concert at the Royal 
Conservatory for Music. Hosted by comedian Mike Wright, guests enjoyed 
Newfoundland’s finest dancers, musicians, singers and actors.  Thank you to Terra Bruce 

Productions and The Schroeder Foundation for this incredible opportunity to honour 
healthcare workers and for their support of CAAIF.   

Interested in getting involved? If you have any comments or ideas that you’d like to 
share, contact me directly at susan@caaif.ca. Don’t forget to check out CAAIF’s website 
allergyfoundation.ca for research grant updates in the coming weeks, and follow us on 

Twitter @theCAAIF and Instagram @the_CAAIF.  

CAAIF NEWS 
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https://youtu.be/Zk7IYgY3DW0
mailto:susan@caaif.ca
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 CAAIF NEWS 

Allergic Airways Disease Innovation Grant 

The Canadian Institutes of Health Research’s Institute of Circulatory and Respiratory Health (CIHR-ICRH), 
Canadian Allergy, Asthma and Immunology Foundation (CAAIF) and AstraZeneca Canada are 
pleased to announce the creation of the Allergic Airways Disease Innovation Grant.  

The objective of the Allergic Airways Disease Innovation Grant is to fund innovative research of a “high-
risk, high-reward” nature that will have impact on the prevention or treatment of allergic airways 
disease. 

Value of the Award:  
There are three awards available for a maximum value of $85,000 each. 

Key Dates: 
Application Deadline: January 16, 2023 
Adjudication: February 2023 
Notice of Decision: March 2023 
Start Date: March 1, 2023 

Please click here for the full call for proposal and online application.  

CAAIF-Immunodeficiency Canada Research Fellow/Early Investigator Award in Immunodeficiency 

The objective of the CAAIF-Immunodeficiency Canada Research Fellow/Early Investigator Award in 
Immunodeficiency is to support early career investigators doing research into advancement of 
knowledge into understanding the molecular and genetic basis of primary immunodeficiency as well 
as breakthroughs in novel treatments for these conditions.   

Value of the Award 
The value of the award is a minimum of $20,000. 

Application deadline:  January 24, 2023 at 11:59 pm in the time zone of the applicant 

Please click here for the full call for proposal and online application.  
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CAAIF was named Vertia’s Foundation’s Top 500 Fastest Growing Charities in Canada. 

CAAIF will be featured in the January 2023 insert in Mcleans Magazine. Thank you so much 
to all of our donors, sponsors and partners for their continued trust and support.  

https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/84276
https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/84692
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

On behalf of the CSACI Executive, Board 

& Section Advisors and the CSACI Team 

best wishes for a happy holiday season and 
a healthy  

New Year! 

The CSACI Office will be closed from  

Friday, December 23 to 

 January 3, 2023. 
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