
 

 

 

President’s Message 
 

 
CSACI Spring Newsletter 2021 

VOLUME 34  ISSUE 1  

IN THIS ISSUE – click on the links below 
 

President’s Message 
 

Interest Section Reports 

• Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Report 

• Asthma 

• Immunology 

• Pediatric 

• Allied Health 

• Rhinitis and Sinusitis Report 
 

CPD Report  
 

Are you planning a virtual educational 

activity?  
 

Fellows in Training Corner  

 

 

 

2021 Annual Scientific Virtual Meeting 

• Highlights 

• Call for Abstracts 

• Sponsorship opportunities – SPONSORS 2021 

 

CSACI News 

• Women in Allergy and Immunology 

Conference 

• FCSACI 

• Call for Volunteers – EDI Committee 

• CSACI Summer Studentship Research Grant 

winners 

• Honouring Richard Warrington 

• MARK YOUR CALENDARS - IMPORTANT DATES 

and much more … 
 

CAAIF NEWS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring is upon us, and with that the 
promise of the end of this pandemic. 
Unfortunately, however, it appears that the 
worst of this pandemic is not yet behind us 

as Manitoba is currently struggling with a 
record breaking third wave, with both 
Ontario and my home province of Alberta 
just recovering from the same. Thankfully, I 
am hearing reports that vaccine hesitancy 
rates are decreasing, and a recent news 

article suggests that Canada’s 
vaccination rate is now exceeding much 
of the world. 
 
It certainly has been an unprecedented 

year to take the reins as president of our 
society, but I’m certain I can safely assume 
we are all hoping to be moving toward life 
returning to a pre-pandemic normal soon! 
 

Our practices have changed markedly 
 

during the pandemic, with many of these 
adjustments likely becoming permanent. 
Adapting to virtual visits was a steep 
learning curve a year ago, but I find that 
some of these virtual interactions can 

now be a welcome break in my day. We 
are increasingly moving toward more 
self- and home-management with 
various therapies, including home-based 
oral immunotherapy for food, self-
administered SCIT and biologics, and 

even consideration of home 
management of anaphylaxis. No doubt, 
our member physicians are increasingly 
embracing technology within their 
practices, including secure email and 

videoconferencing. I even learned that I 
had the capacity to send prescriptions 
directly to the pharmacy from within my 
EMR—that was a small pleasure, I have to 
say!                                                            …2 

 
…2 

https://app.meltwater.com/newsletters/analytics/view/5c896a648f7671a6f8f6514c/distribution/60a81f6c27ae44488d3ce54d/document/fqc_CU_b1i6HEBUonBc6L9rZADA
https://app.meltwater.com/newsletters/analytics/view/5c896a648f7671a6f8f6514c/distribution/60a81f6c27ae44488d3ce54d/document/fqc_CU_b1i6HEBUonBc6L9rZADA
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and updated versions of “SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine Testing & 

Administration Guidance for Allergists/Immunologists from 
the CSACI”. 

 
Congratulations to Dr. Lori Connors, FCSACI, and the rest of 

the planning committee for the very successful Women in 
Allergy and Immunology Conference that took place this 
past May 8, 2020. 

 
Congratulations also to Dr. Beata Derfalvi, FCSACI, for the 

completion of a large project to be hosted on the CSACI 
website consisting of an interactive search tool for 
immunological laboratory tests available in Canada, which 

will serve as an invaluable resource for those of us 
managing patients with immunodeficiency. I invite you to 

explore that tool, and we look forward to your feedback to 
help make it even better! 

 
Our annual scientific meeting (ASM) program is shaping up 
well under the leadership of our immediate past president, 

Dr. Harold Kim, FCSACI. We are looking forward to another 
virtual ASM this fall, as we unfortunately had to make the 

difficult decision earlier this spring to begin our planning 
process. However, if life is more normal this fall, I’m thinking 

that I may just go to Banff on my own to take in the virtual 
meeting if anyone care to join me? 
 

Nevertheless, enjoy the spring and summer, stay healthy, 
and I look forward to seeing you all again in person as soon 

as possible! 
 

Tim 

Members of our society can be 

proud that the CSACI has been a 
world leader in a pragmatic 

approach to concerns about the 
safety of SARS-CoV-2 vaccines, 

which has been lauded by leaders 
in our field around the world.  If you 
are not already aware, please find 

our statements and FAQs on our 
website on the COVID-19 resources 

page, including recently published  
 

mailto:info@csaci.ca
https://csaci.ca/covid19-resources/
https://csaci.ca/covid19-resources/
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Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Report 

 
Goals for 2021 
1. Continue contribution to CSACI interests in Food Allergy:  
 Continue reviewing articles for Food Allergy Canada: ongoing 
 Continue review of articles for CSACI/FAC endeavors: ongoing 

2. Advocate for Food Allergy 
3. Continue work on the daycare anaphylaxis document (with Dr. Elana Lavine) 
4. Continue work on the oral food challenge document  
5. Ongoing work on COVID-19 vaccine allergy/anaphylaxis (document under review)  
6. Ongoing work on early introduction (CSACI/CPS document accepted for publication)  
6. Annual Meeting participation/planning 

7. Virtual care/COVID-19 anaphylaxis work  
 

Explanation of Goals 
 

1. Via the Food Allergy/Anaphylaxis section we are involved in many of the Food 

allergy activities and work closely with FAC 
2. To fulfill the national action plan, the status and knowledge of food allergy must be 

elevated at all levels of health care and government. 
3. Contribute to meeting planning  
4. Early introduction and care during COVID19 need more general knowledge 

 

Meetings/Teleconferences and Progress to date 
 

1. OFC document – initially meeting between chairs; selection of members 
2. COVID-19 vaccine allergy – guidance submitted to AACI; knowledge translation 

pending 

3. Early introduction CSACI/CPS document – provisional acceptance for publication; 
knowledge translation efforts will be necessary 

4. Vaccine Anaphylaxis – Webinar with Food Allergy Canada in February; multiple 
knowledge translation efforts with more upcoming  

 

Some other relevant activities: 
 
E. Abrams has joined C-Care; has had multiple publications on food allergy, drug allergy, 
and vaccine allergy.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Dr. Elissa Abrams, FCSACI, Section Advisor 
 

 

 
 

 

INTEREST SECTION REPORTS 
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Immunology Report 
 
I am happy to report that the Database of 
Canadian Immunology Laboratory 

Investigations has now been published on the 
CSACI website. This search tool helps to identify 
functional immunological assays that are 
available across Canada, as a resource for 
Clinical Immunologists. Although we made 
every effort to keep this catalogue as inclusive 
as possible, we recognize that it might still be 
incomplete; if you would like your laboratory to 
be included, or you want to update some of 
the data in the Lab Directory, please contact 
us!  
 
Our section contributed to the manuscript 
“COVID-19 Vaccine Testing & Administration 
Guidance for Allergists/Immunologists from the 
CSACI” and you can also find an updated 
version on the website.   
 
Many of us attended the Clinical Immunology 
Society (CIS) Annual Meeting, the North 
American Conference on Immune Deficiency 
and Dysregulation, April 14-17, 2021. At that 
time, we learned about the most recently 
discovered inborn errors of immunity and had 
opportunities to network with each other and 
our colleagues in the United States and 

elsewhere.  
 
This year at the upcoming virtual CSACI Annual 
Scientific Meeting in October, we will hear 
exciting talks on hyperinflammation, 
immunogenetics, and practical tips and 
functional tests for the interpretation of VUS in 
genetic testing for inborn errors of immunity. 
The invited speakers are prominent US and 
Canadian experts in the fields of Immunology, 
Immunogenetics, and Rheumatology! We 
hope to see you there! 
 

Respectfully submitted by 

Dr. Beata Derfalvi, FCSACI, Section Advisor 

 

Pediatric Report 
 
From an original goal of creating a common 
standardized form for daycare intake of clients with 
food allergy, a larger project has taken shape. A 
CIHR application has been submitted for Project 
TEAL: naTional initiative to improve health-related 
knowledge and health outcomes related to food 
allErgy and Anaphylaxis amongst infants and 
children during early chiLd care education. Along 
with the Pediatrics Section Advisor, the study team 
includes Elissa Abrams (Anaphylaxis Section 
Advisor), Moshe Ben-Shoshan (Board Member), 
Julia Upton, Jennifer Gerdts (Food Allergy Canada), 
and Don Giesbrecht (Canadian Child Care 
Federation/CCCF). Jennifer Protudjer, Allied Health 
Section Head, is the nominated principal applicant 
who brings a wealth of experience in using both 
qualitative and quantitative research methods in 
allergy research and knowledge translation.  
 
Part of Project TEAL will be an opportunity to 
provide continuing professional education to the 
very large (approximately 9,000-strong) 
membership of the CCCF, beginning with a coast-

to-coast webinar in the coming month, with 
content tailored to the questions and concerns 
submitted by participants in advance. This will 
provide very high-impact knowledge translation to 
a community of child-care providers who prevent 
and manage food allergies and anaphylaxis in 
Canada.  
 
We look forward to updating the CSACI Board and 
Executive in the coming months about this initiative.  
 
The Pediatrics Section Advisor has also participated 
in the creation of a CSACI position statement on 
Transition Recommendations for Existing 
Epinephrine Auto-injectors, a timely imitative 
spearhead by Dr. Doug Mack, Board Member.   
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Elana Lavine, FCSACI, Section Advisor 
 

 

INTEREST SECTION REPORTS 
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Asthma Report 

 
We continue to work on the development of seven accredited CME modules.  Content 
has been developed, and is in the process of being reviewed by the committee, and 
consulting GPs.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Dr. Andy O’Keefe, FCSACI, Section Advisor 
 

 

 
 

 

Rhinitis and Sinusitis Report 

 
Goals for 2021 and beyond 

 
1.  Rhinitis guideline completion 
 

2.  Continue collaboration with Asthma Section at future meetings 
 
3. Continue to contribute to the FIT retreat 
 

Explanation of Goals 
 

1. The working group for the Rhinitis guidelines has been confirmed, and a list of questions 
has been approved by the group. The Center for Effective Practice at U of T has been 
provided this list of questions and we are awaiting their comments. Dr. Anne Ellis has 
been spearheading this.  

2. We had a successful joint Asthma and Rhinitis section meeting at CSACI 2019. This was 

not combined for the virtual meeting in 2020, and discussion about combined sessions 
in the future was met with mixed response. Based on speakers for the upcoming 
meeting in 2021 collaboration could be considered. 

3. The Fellow In Training Immunotherapy retreat will be virtual again this coming fall. We 
hope for an in-person meeting in 2022. 

 

Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date 

 
Planning meeting for FIT retreat: Feb 2, 2021 
FIT retreat: September 11, 2021 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Dr. Jackie Quirt, FCSACI, Section Advisor 

 
 

 

INTEREST SECTION REPORTS 
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS 

OTHER REPORTS 

CPD REPORT 
 
The CPD committee has been hard at work increasing education offerings for our 
members. We had a successful COVID-19 vaccine webinar in February and held the first 

Women in Allergy and Immunology conference a couple of weeks ago. There will be 
another webinar planned for June on OIT. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Lori Connors, FCSACI, CPD Chair 

 

Allied Health Report 

 
My primary goal in my role as Section Head, Allied Health, is to develop a standardized 
food allergy education program for allied health professionals. I’m pleased to report that 
some initial steps have been made on this front.  
 

Thanks to a dedicated and supportive research team, we have managed to 
qualitatively identify some allergy education needs, as perceived by healthcare 
professionals. This manuscript is nearly ready to submit and will be used to inform an 
anonymous, environmental scan to identify needs amongst healthcare professions 
across the country. Watch for this in your inbox in Spring 2021, and please consider 
sharing it widely within your network! 

 
The development of standardized food allergy education program will also be the main 
topic of our section meeting at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  
 
Respectfully submitted 

 

Dr. Jennifer Protudjer, FCSACI, Section Advisor  
 
 

Are you planning a virtual educational activity? 
 
The CSACI is an accredited provider of continuing professional development (CPD) 

under the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada’s Maintenance of 
Certification (MOC) program.  
 
To learn more about having your CPD activity accredited by the CSACI, please email us 

at info@csaci.ca or CLICK HERE or call 613-986-5869. 

https://csaci.ca/accreditation/
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Fellow in Training Committee Report 
 
Activities  

 

1. New Junior FIT Representative 
 

2. CSACI FIT Session Survey – Virtual Meeting, 2020 
 

3. CSACI Annual Virtual Meeting – October 28, 2021 
 
Explanation of Activities 

 
1.  NEW JUNIOR FIT REPRESENTATIVE 

The Canadian fellows present at the 2020 annual meeting elected the new Junior FIT 
representative. We want to congratulate Dr. Meriem Latrous on her new role! We look 
forward to working with you! 

 
2.  CSACI FIT SESSION SURVEY – Virtual Meeting, 2020 

The Fellow-in-Training (FIT) program is an essential part of the program at the CSACI Annual 
Meeting. This program provides the fellows access to a variety of topics that they have 
outlined as important to them, particularly as they transition from fellow to staff. 

 
At the 2020 CSACI Annual Virtual Meeting a survey was carried out to elicit feedback from 

Canadian FITs regarding the FIT Program. Below is a summary of the feedback. 
 
       Results: 

 
14 participants filled out the survey 

● Overall, most said that the sessions for the FIT symposium were very good and a 

good mix of topics – many said they enjoyed the transition to practice, OFC and 

mast cell disorder talks.  

● Everyone appreciated the panel discussion. A few people suggested that there 

should have been a short talk or guided questions at the beginning to give more 

direction. They appreciated having time to ask questions. For next year, they want to 

have representatives from each province for the transition to practice discussion.  

● When asked what topics they would like to see covered at next year's FIT sessions, 

the fellows present provided the following suggestions: 

 

1. Transition to practice: pearls for fellows – resources for dealing with business, costs 

a. Top 10 things to know when starting a community practice 

b. Signing contracts 

2. Eosinophilic GI disorders 

 

… continued to page 8 

FELLOW-IN-TRAINING CORNER 
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FIT REPORT – Continued from page 9 
 

3. Biologics, immunomodulatory therapies 

 

● When asked which (of the following) topics the FITs received the LEAST exposure to, 

they responded: 

1) Patch testing (n=11) 

2) Biologics in atopic disorders (n=6) 

3) SCIT (n=4) 

4) Drug Allergy (n=2) 

5) Respiratory diseases (n=2) 

 

● When asked who they would like to see present at next year’s FIT workshop, many 

people said they wanted to see a mix of Canadian and international speakers.  

 

• Given the poor response rate of this 2020 survey, we will send out a CSACI email blast 

to all the FITs to obtain further suggestions regarding topics and speakers for the 2021 

virtual meeting.  

3. CSACI ANNUAL VIRTUAL MEETING 

Our goal in planning the content of the FIT session is to meet the needs as outlined by the 
FITs in the survey described above. 

 
CSACI 2021 FIT Symposium - Planning in Progress 

 

Thursday, October 28, 2021 

10H00-13H15 FIT Symposium Workshop and Virtual Lunch 

 

Breakdown of schedule 

10H15 – 11H30 - Session 1 (45 mins) 

11H30 – 12H15 - Session 2 (45 mins) 

12H15 – 12H30 - Virtual lunch (15 mins) 

12H30 – 12H50 - Elections (20 mins) 

12H50 – 13H15 - Session 3 (25 mins) 

 

Possible session topics (TBD): 

Session topics: 

Session 1 (45 min) – Transition to Practice panel discussion (Canada-wide representation) 

Session 2 (45 min) – Oral Immunotherapy panel discussion  

Session 3 (25 min) – Contact Dermatitis and Patch Testing – Dr. Sandy Skotnicki  

 

 

… continued to page 9 

 

 

 

 

FELLOW-IN-TRAINING CORNER 
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FELLOW-IN-TRAINING CORNER 

Meetings/Teleconferences of FIT committee to date 

● Wednesday, 27th January 2021 - Teleconference with the FIT representatives and 

supervisors in order to discuss the 2020 annual meeting FIT survey results, possible sessions 

for the 2021 meeting, and the FIT mid-term report. 

Thank you very much for reading our report! If you have any feedback or questions, please feel 
free to approach the FIT team at any time. We appreciate the opportunity to represent and 
support all the FITs across the country! 

 

Senior FIT Representative 

Angeliki Barlas MD, FRCPC (Internal 

Medicine) 
PGY5 Clinical Immunology and Allergy 

University of British Columbia 
 

Junior FIT Representative 

Meriem Latrous, MD 

PGY4 Clinical Immunology and Allergy 

University of British Columbia 

CSACI FIT Program  

Co-Supervisor 

Zainab Abdurrahman, MD, FRCPC (Pediatrics), 

FRCPC (Clinical Immunology and Allergy) 

Assistant Clinical Professor (Adjunct) of 
Pediatrics 

McMaster University 
 
CSACI FIT Program  

Co-Supervisor 

Audrey Segal, MD, FRCPC (Pediatrics), FRCPC  

(Clinical Immunology and Allergy) 

Lecturer, Department of Pediatrics,  
University of Toronto 

 
 

The FIT Committee members finding nature’s 
beauty during the pandemic 
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  ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING - OCTOBER 28 TO 30, 2021 

From the desk of the 2021 Annual Scientific VIRTUAL Meeting Program Chair 

 
We’ve had a year…now going onto second of our COVID-19 experience. Normally, the 
Society would be planning our fall meeting for one of the great meeting locations in the 

Great White North. This year we would have been meeting in Banff! But instead, we are 
organizing our second Virtual Annual Scientific Meeting. With our experience from 2020, the 
meeting looks to be another event with impact. 
 
The 2021 CSACI Annual Scientific Meeting Planning Committee has been working and 
developing an educational experience that promises to be a stimulating and memorable for 
all of us. The meeting program is now almost completely planned and will be posted on our 
site soon. We have topics in Asthma, Food Allergy, Atopic Dermatitis, Anaphylaxis and 
Immunology. There will be return of our Literature Review and Pro/Con Debates. Of course, 
the FIT Bowl is a guaranteed and must attend event on Friday afternoon. There will be 
speakers from Europe, US and Canada. We will be holding the Interest Section Meetings 
before the Annual Scientific Meeting. 
 
Our new event software providers will take this meeting to a different level! The Augmented 
Reality experience will bring the meeting closer to real life.  
 

For more information – please visit: https://am.csaci.ca 
 
See you all in October! 
 

Dr. Harold Kim, FCSACI 
 

CSACI EXHIBITOR AND SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  
It is with great pleasure that we invite you to consider sponsoring the 76th Canadian Society of 

Allergy and Clinical Immunology (CSACI) Annual Scientific Virtual Meeting, to be held virtually, 

from Thursday, October 28th to Saturday, October 30th, 2021.  

  
The exhibit hall is an integral part of the meeting and therefore represents a unique occasion for 
our sponsors and exhibitors to raise their profile within the profession, and offers attendees 

dedicated time to visit your booth, and for you to interact virtually with decision-making 
professionals to demonstrate the true value of your products and services. Through this ideal 

platform, you will have excellent access to hundreds of professionals interested in meeting with 
you.  

  
To take advantage of the unique opportunity that is the 2021 ASM, the CSACI offers a number of 
excellent sponsorship and exhibition packages.  The CSACI meeting is the perfect venue to 

connect with new and current members to showcase your products.   
  

Please contact Jasmin Lidington at 613 263 8724 or jlidington@csaci.ca or at info@csaci.ca. 

 

mailto:info@csaci.ca
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  ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING 2021 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS FOR THE 2021 VIRTUAL CONFERENCE * 

 

Grand Platinum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Platinum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*At time of print 
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ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING 2021 

ALL ABSTRACTS MUST ADHERE TO 
THE  

NEW VIRTUAL ABSTRACT 
GUIDELINES 

NO EXTENSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

 

PLEASE VISIT 

https://www.csaciabstracts.ca 

under the Annual Meeting tab where 

you will find the revised abstract 

information. 

 

The CSACI will award prizes 

for the top poster/ 

presentation in seven 

categories: 

 

• Allergic Rhinitis/Asthma 

• Immunology 

• Food Allergy/Anaphylaxis 

• Urticaria/Angioedema 

• Other Allergy/Immunology 

• Case Reports 

• Allied Health 
 

We are pleased to 

announce the CSACI 

Abstract Competition 

 

Submission Deadline: 

Friday, June 25, 2021 

https://www.csaciabstracts.ca/
https://am.csaci.ca/abstracts/
https://am.csaci.ca/abstracts/
https://am.csaci.ca/abstracts/
https://am.csaci.ca/abstracts/
https://www.csaciabstracts.ca/
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Women in Allergy and Immunology 

Conference Program Committee: 

 

Dr. Lori Connors (Chair) 

Dr. Keelia Farrell 

Dr. Kyla Hildebrand 
Dr. Ghislaine Isabwe 

Dr. Samira Jeimy 

Dr. Lana Rosenfield 

Dr. Susan Waserman 

Ms. Jasmin Lidington 

To the Women in Allergy & 

Immunology Program Committee, 

Speakers, Sponsors  

and especially our Attendees 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

for recognizing and supporting the 
strength, power and potential within 

the women’s Allergist and Clinical 

Immunologist community and 

network. 
 

Women in Allergy and Immunology Conference was made possible with the 

generous support of our esteemed sponsors: 
 

Diamond Level Sponsors:  
 

ALK, Takeda and Sanofi Genzyme 
 

Emerald Level Sponsors:  
 

AstraZeneca, GlaxoSmithKline, Medexus Pharma,  

Stallergenes Greer and Pfizer 
 

Other supporters: 

Cerave, Cetaphil and Viatris 
 

 
  

IN OTHER CSACI NEWS 
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FCSACI 
 

As an Active Fellow of the CSACI, you can display the designation of FCSACI that is respected 

by patients and colleagues. The FCSACI (Fellow of the Canadian Society of Allergy and Clinical 

Immunology) designation is recognizable by the public and the entire health community as 

proof of your outstanding, world-class expertise.  Displaying the FCSACI helps you by advancing 

your career, supporting your professional development, and strengthening the specialty of 

allergy and clinical immunology across Canada and abroad. Display proudly. 

 

 

IN OTHER CSACI NEWS 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Working Group 
 

Dear Members, 

 

The CSACI is looking for additional volunteers to assist the working group to examine 

equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) related to CSACI committee/working group 

composition, membership and initiatives.  As previously mentioned, we anticipate that 

this project will require approximately 1-2 days of work per month over a 4-month 

period. 

 

If you would like to volunteer to serve on this project, we would ask that you email 

your curriculum vitae (CV) and a short letter outlining the reasons you feel you would be 

an asset to this initiative as well as complete the attached CSACI guidelines conflict of 

interest (COI) form and return it to us via email to info@csaci.ca 

 

The Working Group Selection Committee will review the CVs and COI forms in order to 

select the participants. 

 

Please reply with your interest in participating and the completed form by June 9, 2021 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Dr. Tim Vander Leek, FCSACI, CSACI President 

 

https://canadiansocietyofallergyandclinicalimmunology.wildapricot.org/resources/CSACI%20Guidelines%20RHINITIS%20CONFLICT%20OF%20INTEREST%20FORM%202019.docx
https://canadiansocietyofallergyandclinicalimmunology.wildapricot.org/resources/CSACI%20Guidelines%20RHINITIS%20CONFLICT%20OF%20INTEREST%20FORM%202019.docx
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3rd Canadian Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology (CSACI)  

2021 Summer Studentships in Allergy and Immunology Research 
 

We are pleased to inform you that the CSACI has bestowed six (6) awards for the Third Canadian 

Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology (CSACI) 2021 Summer Studentships in Allergy and 

Immunology Research. 
 

And the winners are: 
 

Alyssa Burrow, Queen’s University 

• For her project: Atopic diseases and their impact on Health Care Professional students 

during COVID-19 

Jake Colautti, McMaster University  

• For his project: Elucidating intercellular interactions involved in allergic memory through 

advanced microscopy 

Tony Guo, University of British Columbia 

• For his project: Investigating the role of FcεRI and CD23 in IgE mediated inflammation in 

the asthmatic airway epithelium 

Christopher Knox, University of Toronto 

• For his project: Drug-induced anaphylaxis assessment: creating an online database of 

non-irritating drug concentrations for allergy skin testing 

Christopher Liwski, Dalhousie, University 

• For his project: Determining the impact of IL-5 on human mast cell responses to viral 

infections 

Florence Poirier, Université de Montréal 

• For her project: Nociceptor neurons control anaphylaxis 
 
 

We would like to thank the 17 individuals who applied.  We congratulate them all on their high 

caliber of work and wish them much success in this and other research endeavors. 
 

I would also like to thank Dr. Harissios Vliagoftis (Chair), Dr. Elissa Abrams, Dr. Philippe 

Bégin, Dr. Moshe Ben-Shoshan, Dr. Beata Derfalvi, Dr. David Fischer, Dr. Paul Keith, Dr. 

Mary McHenry, and Dr. Christine McCusker who helped in reviewing these submissions. 
 

Dr. Tim Vander Leek, FCSACI, CSACI President 
 

IN OTHER CSACI NEWS 

North American Pediatric Allergy and Asthma Congress  
 

We are very excited to announce that the Canadian Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology 
(CSACI), and the American College of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology (ACAAI) will be jointly 

hosting the North American Pediatric Allergy and Asthma Congress (NAPAAC) next year from 
September 20 to 21, 2022 in beautiful Québec City. 

 
Stay tuned for more news! 

 

Dr. Doug Mack, FCSACI, NAPAAC Program Chair 
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"The Canadian Anaphylaxis Network received federal funding to address important knowledge 

gaps in anaphylaxis care. The main objective of the study is to derive a clinical prediction rule 
that identifies children with anaphylaxis who are at risk of biphasic anaphylaxis." 
  

Read the CIHR result here:https://webapps.cihr-
irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=433495&lang=en 

 

IN OTHER CSACI NEWS 

Allergy, Asthma & Clinical Immunology (AACI), the official journal of the Canadian 

Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology (CSACI), is an open access journal that 

encompasses all aspects of diagnosis, epidemiology, prevention and treatment of allergic and 
immunologic disease. 

 

Free publishing costs for trainees 
The CSACI is pleased to announce they have approved free publishing costs for six (6) articles 

(pending acceptance).  First come first served – ONLY A FEW MORE FREE SPOTS LEFT 

 

Half price for CSACI members 
You can publish your article in Allergy, Asthma & Clinical Immunology Journal with a 50% discount 
off the article-processing charges. If you are a member of the CSACI, a part of your article-

processing charges will be covered by the Society.  Please contact the CSACI office for the 

membership code. 

 

Publishing costs: 

Open access publishing is not without costs.  Allergy, Asthma & Clinical Immunology therefore 
levies an article-processing charge of £1690.00/$2380.00/€1990.00 for each article accepted for 

publication, plus VAT or local taxes where applicable.  
 

We look forward to receiving your manuscript. 
 
Dr. Richard Warrington, AACI Journal Editor 

Dr. Harold Kim, AACI Journal Co-Editor, CSACI Past President 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - IMPORTANT DATES  
 

• Tuesday, June 22 – 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. (Eastern) – Getting started with OIT 

Webinar 

• Friday, June 25 – CSACI Abstract Submission Deadline 

• Monday, July 12th – CSACI Annual Scientific Virtual Meeting Registration 

opens 

• Saturday, September 11th – CSACI FIT Retreat (by invitation only) 
 

https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=433495&lang=en
https://webapps.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/decisions/p/project_details.html?applId=433495&lang=en
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CAAIF NEWS 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

DONALD STARK AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP 
 

Nominations due August 4, 2021 

 

The Donald Stark Award for Excellence in Leadership recognizes an 
individual who has demonstrated leadership excellence in research, 
education or clinical care and has advanced the field of Allergy Asthma 
and Clinical Immunology in Canada. 
 
Researchers, educators, clinicians and allied health professionals in the field 
of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology in Canada are eligible. 
 

The first awardee will be announced at the CAAIF Annual Virtual Gala on 
October 21, 2021. 
 
To make a nomination, please complete this online application or visit 
www.allergyfoundation.ca for more information.  

 
 

 

 

 
CAAIF RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP IN IMMUNOLOGY 

SUPPORTED BY TAKEDA CANADA - $50,000 
 

Applications due May 31, 2021 by 11:59 pm EST  

 
The objectives of the CAAIF Research Fellowship in Immunology are to: 

• Increase Canadian research related to Clinical Immunology 

• Support the research career of promising researchers 

• Produce high-quality research related to Clinical Immunology  

 

Applications can be found at www.allergyfoundation.ca/applications 
 

For more information, please contact andrea@caaif.ca 
 

https://app.smarterselect.com/programs/73421-Canadian-Allergy-Asthma-And-Immunology-Foundation-Caaif
http://www.allergyfoundation.ca/
http://www.allergyfoundation.ca/applications
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CAAIF NEWS 

CAAIF-MIRAVO HEALTHCARE RESEARCH GRANT IN  

ALLERGIC RHINITIS OR URTICARIA - $25,000  
 

Applications due May 31, 2021 by 11:59 pm EST  

 
The objective of the CAAIF-Miravo Healthcare Research Grant in Allergic Rhinitis or 
Urticaria is to fund a research grant focused on the area of allergic rhinitis or urticaria.  
 
Applications can be found at www.allergyfoundation.ca/applications 
 

For more information, please contact andrea@caaif.ca 

CAAIF TOP 10 CHALLENGE  

FOOD ALLERGY RESEARCH GRANT - $25,000 
 

Applications due May 31, 2021 by 11:59 pm EST  

 
The objective of the CAAIF Top 10 Challenge Food Allergy Research Grant is to fund a 
patient-oriented food allergy research grant.   
 
The Top 10 Challenge is an awareness, empathy and fundraising campaign that takes 
place the last 10 days of February. Participants are encouraged to ‘live a day on the 

plate’ of someone with food allergies. All funds raised go towards supporting this research 
grant. More information about the Top 10 Challenge can be found at 
www.top10challenge.ca.  
 
Applications can be found at www.allergyfoundation.ca/applications 

 

For more information, please contact andrea@caaif.ca 

http://www.allergyfoundation.ca/applications
http://www.top10challenge.ca/
http://www.allergyfoundation.ca/applications
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Thank you all for working tirelessly to help 

keep our communities safe! 
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